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The Shearer Family

By Whitney Knippling

The Greg Shearer family of Wall, SD grew 
up riding raised horses with much success 
and continue to do so today.  “It’s been like 
that since I was a kid,” says Carisa, “All 
our brood mares growing up came from our 
great grandpa on our mom’s side and great 
grandpa on our dad’s side and still go back 
to the original foundation horses we rode 
as kids.”  The tradition carries on as Carisa 
and sister Lainee continue raising horses, 
saying, “It’s special when everyone wins on 
a raised horse.” 
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Rudy 

By Maegan McPherson

There’s a new children’s book out featuring 
a horse from Independence Farm in Rye, New 
Hampshire, who tells a beautiful rags-to-riches 
story. Author, Diane Robbins Jones, chronicles 
her first year with her handsome, chestnut 
thoroughbred Rudy, uniquely told from the 
horse’s point of view. Rudy spotlights the highs 
and lows as he and Jones begin to work together, 
learn to trust each other, and eventually develop 
a deep bond. Readers learn how horses think, 
the emotions they feel, and what goes into 
training a horse. 

33
Jennifer Jones

By Maegan McPherson

Jennifer’s first certification was in 2006 
at the Arizona School of Equine Massage & 
Kinesiology in Scottsdale, AZ.  “I slowly began 
building my business and gaining experience 
in early 2007. It all began back in 2004 when 
I had a bad accident with my thoroughbred 
while trail riding. The short story is, I came 
off and he was “back to the races” as they say. 
Despite a mild concussion and soreness, I was 
okay overall. My horse had taken a fall as well, 
however, he had been injured far beyond what 
the vet had surmised.” 
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Black Hills Stock Show Recap
By Maegan McPherson

The Black Hills Stock Show 
(BHSS) has officially come to an 
end. Every year I’m super excited 
for it to arrive, and even more 
excited to see it leave. I have a 
love/hate relationship with the 
BHSS. I love going to all of the 
events, getting out of the house and 
having some fun, but I hate the set 
up and tear down of my booth. 

For 6 years now, I’ve had a booth 
for Today’s Horse Magazine, but 
this year was a completely different 
show for me. With our month old 
baby girl Midori, I had to leave 
the booth unattended quite often 
to nurse her. I apologize if you had 
questions and I was not always 
there to answer them for you. But, 
when the baby has to eat, the baby 
has to eat! Where she is still fairly 
new, she likes to be cuddled and 
held of course too. I would get her 
to sleep and set her down, and she 
would wake right back up and start 
fussing, when she couldn’t feel my 
warmth against her body. 

As soon as I would pick her 
up, the fussing would stop and I 
would be able to get her to slowly 
go back to sleep. If we were home, 
I would normally let her cry it out 
some, but at the Stock Show with 
numerous people around, you 
get quite the stares if you have a 
screaming baby in your booth. I 
had to do a lot of things one handed 
at the booth because of my needy 
baby, and I was getting pretty good 
at it. Needless to say, she was one 
spoiled baby for ten days. She 
definitely attracted a lot of people 
to the booth too! 

Most of the people she attracted, 
cooed and cawed over how little 

and cute she was, even though 
most people thought she was a 
boy, even when she was dressed in 
pink! It’s hard to tell gender with 
babies, unless there is a big bow 
on the baby’s’ head I suppose. I did 
get a couple people trying to tell 
me that I shouldn’t have my baby 
at the stock show because of all the 
germs, but I have a strong immune 
system and I’m a firm believer that 
if you don’t expose your children 
then they will never build an 
immune system up, and as soon as 
you take your sheltered child out 
into the real world – like day care 
or school – your child will be the 
sick one all the time. I got quite the 
kick out of those that had to share 
their opinion of how I should be 
raising my child though. Being a 
new mom, it’s nice to get advice 
from people, but some people cross 
the line just a tad. 

With us going mostly all digital 
with the publication now, lots of 
people that stopped were confused 
as to why they could not renew 
their subscription at the booth 
like normal. Not everyone had a 
chance to read my column in the 
November/December issue and the 
Breeders Edition to know about the 
big changes.

Not only are there big changes 
with my publication, but big 
changes with my life in general, 
adding another child to the mix. 
I used to be on time or early to 
everything, and I don’t think I was 
on time to my booth a single day 
of the Stock Show, due to the new 
feeding schedule (baby schedule) 
I’m trying to get used to. 

Cash is coming on 9 years old 
so he is fairly easy, besides all the 
activities he’s now involved in. 

I have to remember when to take 
him here and there, for wrestling 
practice, football practice, 4-H 
meetings, shooting sports, etc. It 
gets to be a lot, but he is a huge 
helper at home for me with Midori. 

Next year at the booth Midori 
will be walking, or running 
probably knowing my child, so 
Cash will really come in handy 
then. This year at the BHSS I 
had a baby attached to me at the 
booth, and next year I’ll have a 

wild toddler I can’t keep track 
of. Next year at the Stock Show, 
I’ll probably be wishing my baby 
would just cuddle with me. Until 
next year, the booth is packed 
away once again, and it’s back to 
reality. Calving season has begun 
for us, and I’m sure glad I get to 
stay in the warm house and cuddle 
my baby still for the next couple 
weeks, until I have to pitch in my 
efforts. I’m crossing my fingers it 
will warm up by then!  cc
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By Dawn Faught

Looks can be deceiving. 
Just ask any North Dakota 

gal about a nice sunny day in 
January when cabin fever forces 
you outside for a good ride or 
hike; only to find out it is actually 
10 below plus wind chill. If you 
stand in the sunshine and don’t 
move it’s actually not so bad – 
but you sure don’t get far.

Looks can be deceiving. Just 
ask me on my next shopping trip 
when I pick up a bag of chips 
or toilet paper only to find the 
mega sized roll is half cardboard 
and the chip bag is only half 
full. Did they think we wouldn’t 
notice?

Hills are sometimes steeper 
than they look while riding or 
hiking – and sometimes they 
aren’t too bad once you take that 
first step over the edge. When 
it gets a little hairy is when 
you find out the truth, halfway 
between the top and bottom. 

The crabbiest ear pinning 
mare (or gelding) can turn 
out to be the best ride you’ve 
ever had…or the worst. That 
said, the sweetest, most honest 
looking equine could turn ugly 
at the drop of a hat. Horses can 
lie but if you’re honest with 
them, they’ll stay true to you – 
unless it comes to feeding time 
when they swear they haven’t 
been fed for years. That pitiful 
look in their eyes must mean 
they are either starving, abused, 

neglected or all of the above – 
just don’t believe what they are 
trying to tell you at least on my 
farm.

In a horse’s eye, plastic bags 
are monsters capable of attacking 
and swallowing said steed in 
one bite. Puddles are bottomless 
and filled with sharks. Shadows 
equate to ogres and bridges 
are going to collapse. Looks 
can be deceiving – something 
horses know and use to their full 
advantage when you let down 
your guard.

Looks can be deceiving. 
Objects are always closer 
than it appears according to 
the message on your rearview 
mirror. They are usually further 
away when you’re shooting at 
a pheasant or coyote. They say 
distance makes the heart grow 
fonder but does that pertain 
to the distance and climate 
change between sandy beaches 
and North Dakota? I evidently 
thought the sandy beaches of 
Lake Agassiz would be as nice 
as those of Belize. White snow 

does not quite equate to white 
sand. I was deceived.

Of course, the grass is always 
greener on the other side of the 
fence. Just don’t tell anyone that 
grass has been fertilized with 
something that came out of the 
rear end of a bull.

Dawn Faught is a freelance 
writer based near Amenia ND. 
You may contact her at faught.
dawn@gmail.com cc

Don’t trust what you see
Even salt looks like sugar
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Retiree’s
By Nastel Dean

Our daughter is getting to the 
age where she is starting to be 
pretty good help, with some things. 
She is older now, so she has more 
responsibilities. She has morning 
and evening chores, before and 
after school. She gets to do the 
dishes and help mom cook and 
clean. She’s pretty good on her 
pony, so she can now ride drag.

She can get gates if they are 
the chain latch type. She is still 
too little to get the wire gates, so 
I am in and out of the pickup for 
that task, for a while yet anyways. 
She can drive the pickup in first 
gear, low range, so I can pitch hay 
if a bale happens to break. It’s nice 
having another hand around when 
you need one.

For those tasks that require 
another adult helper, we are excited 
to have a few retired folk to choose 
from. This has been a year to look 
forward to.

For these retiree’s, after years 
of working for the same company, 
or owning their own, paying their 
dues. I do not doubt they were 
looking forward to that very last 
day of work. I bet they did not 
think that we and other members 
of the family would be so excited 
about this day too.

Now when we need help, we 
have our pick of the litter. Since 
they are retired, they have an open 

schedule unless another family 
member has already harnessed 
their help. So the fighting begins 
again amongst the siblings.

My dad, if you can call it 
retirement, let his company go 
two years ago. He now bounces 
around from Martin, to Custer, 
to Upton, helping his three kids 
whenever they need it. From 
farming, to calving, working cows, 
maintaining fence, chore boy, 
cutting firewood, he is a very busy 
man now.

My father-in-law, still works 
part-time, but since he lives right 
next door, it’s relatively easy for us 
to work around his schedule. Lucky 
him. He gets to drop off and pickup 
his granddaughter on a regular 
basis because mom is hauling hay, 
running late, or out of town, and 
dad is working. They have milk 
shakes after school so she looks 
forward to Pa Dean picking her up.

He also gets stuck doing chores 
occasionally, or just running over 
to give a hand when it’s needed. 
Lucky for him, he usually gets a 
meal out of the deal or at the very 
least our left-overs in the fridge.

My uncle retired in September. 
He lives a ways away so he is not 
quite so easy to have help with 
mundane chores. However, if you 
need someone to drive a tractor for 
a few days or a week, he’s your 
man. He can come to roundup 
for more than 7 days and he is 

no longer on call during spring 
branding season.

My aunt, hung up her 
entrepreneurship almost two years 
ago. This has been great for us 
wives that need help in the kitchen, 
in the house, in the garden or a 
whole weekend babysitter. What’s 
better, we get to visit while we 
work, tell stories or jokes, enjoy 
ourselves and usually at the end 
of the project sits a bottle of 
wine. This aunt loves to work, so 
she enjoys the time and finds the 
reward in the completed project 
like the rest of this female inherited 
gene pool.

We went to an event over the 
weekend and happen to run into 
our recently retired neighbor. We 
teased him a little about having 
another retiree to help out because 
he has so much time on his hands 
now. Of course being the nice 

neighbor that he is, he informed 
us anytime was a good time. It’s 
possible he should have kept his 
retirement out of the paper so all 
his neighbors did not hear the good 
news.

My husband and I, however, are 
the type of people to just do things 
ourselves. There are always those 
times that help is a necessity and 
there is just no way around it. For 
the most part, if we plan carefully 
or plot a strategy, we can usually 
get the job done ourselves. I think 
it’s probably a pride thing. When 
we do need help, he have some 
really good, cheap help who are 
happy with a full belly as payment.

With all this wonderful help we 
now have at the tips of our fingers, 
it’s easy to plan and have a crew. 
We are thinking this summer might 
be a good time to tear down a barn 
and rebuild it at our place! cc
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It’s All In A Day’s Ride

Hi Tech Era
By David W Glaser

This ol cowboy is being drug, 
kickin and fightin into the Hi 
Tech era.  Took me 4 years of high 
school to graduate from typing.  It 
was hard, 32 words a minute?

Now we got computers, fax’s, 
cell phones, Ipod’s, smart phones, 
and all kinds of tablets. (I don’t 
even know what they do). I 
still have the ol flip phone and 
sometimes it is way over my head. 
I think the cell phones are making 
better drivers, almost every one 
you see on the roads is driving 
with one hand. And sometimes 
no hands, driving with their knees 
cause they are busy on the phone 
and putting on makeup?  

I have a hard time holding my 
hot coffee and eating my jelly 
filled donut.  I have even seen 
riders warming up their horse’s 
texting someone. Now that takes 
some real talent.  I have such fat 
fingers and such tiny keys; I can’t 
do it sitting still let alone on a 
loping horse.  But I did learn that 
they have codes or abbreviations 
for lots of things.  For example, 
did you know… OCD really 
means Osteochondritis 
Dissecams.?  Try typing the long 
version on your tiny key board 
on a loping horse. I saw this on 
a text from a horse person who 
had a horse that was limping. 
He said he thought it had OCD, 
to my simple mind that meant, 
“Ornery cow dog”.  When in fact 
it means bone abnormalities in 
young horses.  

I have really got into the initial 
stuff, even come up with my own 
version.  WTC, watch the cow; 

GDG, Good Dog Griz; GRF, 
going really fast; LL, left leg; RL, 
see you got it already.   I have 
another one I use quite regularly, 
I use it when I walk by the BMB, 
Big Mean Buffalo; you know 
how they love dogs. GOD, not the 
almighty, but it might be helpful; 
it really means Get out Dog! The 
next one used is HS, when my 
GDG brings BMB, GRF in my 
direction.  I usually shout GOD 
and then HS…. Holy S---, see 
you are really catching on!  I 
can’t understand why Griz, after 
he has irritated the Buff, thinks 
running and hiding behind me 
will save him.  BDG! ---- BDG!

It’s time to give the pickup its 
annual bath. Best advice I can 
give you is taking it to one of 
those fancy drives through car 
wash.  When the attendant walks 
to your window with a wrinkled 
nose and a disgusted look on his 
face, just tell him, “I want the 
Works…inside an out!” I find it 
works best to thrust some cash 
in his hand, roll up the window, 
an act like you have a hearing 
impairment.

It is also good, prior to the 
wash, to clean out the bed, old 
wet hay, steel posts, beer cans, oh 
and make sure Shep has stayed 
home. When you are through the 
actual wash, drive it to the inside 
cleaning area, and leave the 
premises, and go inside for some 
coffee.  You do not want to stick 
around an hear what those people 
have to say about you!  When 
they’re done, they’ll come throw 
your keys at you, if you ever want 
to come back better tip them. The 
feeling you’ll get when you step 

in the shiny, clean truck is worth 
all stress you’ve been through, 
an look at the pile of stuff on the 
seat. All the stuff you and your 
spouse have lost or put under the 
seat for the past year has been 
found. I know you’re thinking 
this is a great idea. I’ll have to do 
it again, …next year.  

Now it’s off for the LOF, that’s 
mechanic talk for LUBE, OIL, 
FILTER.  Have them give it the 
works here too.  Hey while we’re 
here let’s check those tires. Maybe 
rotate or replace?  Remember the 
last time you changed a tire on 
the road? That’ll motivate you.  
First, I couldn’t find the jack, then 
I couldn’t figure how to make it 
work.  It’s not the cowboy way to 
read instructions first.

Last but not least your trailer.  
Most horse people have this 
mental image that trailers are 
indestructible, they are meant to 
be fixed on the road.  Bearing 
goes out, fix it.  Brakes go bad, fix 
it.  Lights quit, fix it.  Wouldn’t it 
be “FUN” to hook up, go to the 
show, and come home, without a 
worry or a wait beside the road.  

Unless your real handy, I’d 
take it into a dealer or a shop, 
have them pack your bearings, 
check the brakes, check & rotate 
the tires, make sure all the lights 
are working and give it a good 
safety check.  Now just picture 
yourself in that clean, shiny 
truck, pulling that no worry 
trailer, loaded with those real 
expensive horses.  Imagine that 
picture of you driving down the 
road, the wind in your hair, a no 
worry smile on your face, Mariah 
Carey on the CD, to the first show 
of the year.  On your trip, if you 
happen to pass me setting beside 
the road with a jack in one hand 
and the instruction book in the 
other, please stop and lend me 
your reading glasses!

Paul Harvey said the average 
cowboy rides 900 miles a year.  
He also said the average cowboy 
drinks 22 gallons of alcohol in 
a year. That equates to about 41 
miles to the gallon.  Humm mm!

It’s all in a Day’s Ride!
David W Glaser cc
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Western Dressage: Preparing for your Test
By Lynn Palm

When it comes to practicing 
your dressage test, you can use 
a “call person” or memorize the 
test. The choice is yours. The 
length of a dressage test can be 
very intimidating to remember, 
but I think it is always better to 
memorize the test.

One good thing to know is that 
when competing a dressage test, 
if you forget or go off pattern, 
you will not be disqualified. You 
will receive a 2-point penalty and 
be allowed to regain your correct 
spot and continue. You will 
receive a normal score and can 
still place at the show. Of course, 
you really don’t want to go off 
pattern during competition, as it 
can be disturbing to your test. 

A call person can serve as 
extra support during your test. 
Having a call person may help 
you concentrate more on your 
horse and your performance. 
When you have shown the test 
a few times, you will feel more 
comfortable with the test and be 
able to complete it without a call 
person. 

Here are my tips and 
suggestions on how to learn 
dressage tests:

1. Learn the test by reading the 
test and following it on a blank 
dressage ring. 

2. Using an erasable pen, 
draw the test on the laminated 
blank dressage ring. Draw each 
component one by one. The 
dressage test books that we 
have will also let you see each 
component so you can really 
learn how to be accurate when 

riding the figures and transitions.
3. Walk the test on the ground 

in the dressage arena.
4. If you 

are starting to compete or need 
to improve your scores, you need 
to have more accuracy in your 
figures and transitions. When you 
are at the show and the ring is 
closed to horses, inquire with the 
show secretary and see if you can 
walk your test in the arena. This 
is a great time to gain confidence, 
confirm your memorization, and 
be more accurate when riding the 
test. 

5. You can also use your vision 
and recite the test looking at the 
dressage arena. I also start the 
test over if I come to a spot where 
I forget what comes next or make 
a mistake. This is also good to 
do when you take a break in the 
warm up ring and when you have 
your boots wiped off prior to 
entering the ring.

Tips when you use a caller:
1. Practice at home with the 

caller you are going to use in the 
ring.

2. Make sure the caller knows 
you and your horse and that 
their voice is one that you can 
recognize and hear.

3. When you practice with your 
caller, make sure the caller does 
not call the components too soon 
or too late. If so, practice until 
the caller gets the timing right for 
each component.

4. Make sure your caller will 
go to E or B with the wind behind 
their back if the test takes place 
outside in the weather.

5. The caller can be of great 
help, or they can mess you up. 

You have to practice with the 
caller, and be sure that the caller 
is very experienced with the test.

A caller can be a great 
confidence boost. If you feel 
more comfortable with a caller, 
use one. Whichever method you 
choose, good luck and have fun! 
To help you prepare and practice, 
I have wonderful laminated 
Dressage Test books that are a 
perfect tool to learn the tests. You 
can purchase any level from us 
by visiting our website.

We love to share our dressage 
backgrounds and knowledge with 

you and would love to have you 
come ride with us. You can join 
us at our farm in Ocala, Florida, 
or at one of our Ride Well Clinics 
on our USA Tour at a location 
near you. 

For more information about 
Lynn Palm; her educational 
programs at Palm Equestrian 
Academy in Ocala, Florida; 
Lynn’s Ride Well clinics across 
the U.S.; saddles; DVDs; books; 
and trail and Western dressage 
competitions; visit www.
lynnpalm.com or call 352/629-
3310.  cc
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It’s Okay To Cry Over Spilled Milk
By Cheyenne Glade Wilson

Valentine’s Day will be here 
before we know it. I’ve been 
waiting for a good time to tell 
this story, and since I recently 
discovered that Don’t Cry Over 
Spilled Milk Day is February 
11th,  it’s too perfect to pass up this 
opportunity!

This story begins during calving 
season, which is also almost upon 
us also. Shane and I weren’t 
married yet. In fact, we had only 
been together a little over a year 
when this happened. We hadn’t 
quite figured out all the quirks with 
one another or what really pushed 
each other’s buttons. Let me tell 

you, by the time calving season was 
over that year we definitely had a 
lot less mystery in our relationship.  

Back in the spring of 2006, we 
were just starting out on our own. 
And as ranchers know, every life 
mattered then, as it still matters 
now for all ranchers trying to have 
a solid bottom line each year. We 
just so happened that day to be 
drafting a calf onto a first-calf 
heifer that really wasn’t having it. 
So, if you’ve found yourself in that 
position you might imagine what 
the scene looked like. 

The cow’s bag was tight, she was 
on the fight, and our emotions were 
high because this was a tedious, 
important job. We managed to put 

her in the chute and get a halter on 
her with a long lead rope. We had 
gotten her out of there and tied up 
to a railroad tie in the corral. The 
calf was about half there as it was 
chilled down, and it had yet to 
drink any milk/colostrum. 

Folks who work with cattle, 
horses, or other farm/ranch animals 
know how important that first 
nourishment is. We knew we had 
to milk this cow and get it into the 
lifeless calf if it was going to have 
any chance of survival. 

We knew working as a team 
was our best bet. So, Shane being 
much bigger and stronger than I 
was got the cow pushed up against 
the side of the loading chute still 
tied up to the tie. She was leaning 
back with all her might. She looked 
like a huge fish on the end of a 
line flailing around, but he finally 
managed to get her situated. I was 
carrying the bucket. He managed 
to get some milk in that bucket, 
but it wasn’t nearly enough. She 
started fighting around so Shane 

pulled her tail up between her legs 
and told me to come and hold it.

Okay, this is where I will plead 
my case. Back then I was 120 
pounds soaking wet. I had gone on 
a big diet prior to meeting him and 
had lost a lot of my strength in the 
process. So, what I used to be able 
to do one-handed was difficult for 
me with both hands. I took a hold 
of that tail with dread in my gut. I 
pulled up like he said to as hard as 
I could. He kept milking. The cow 
fought. He milked some more. She 
started to buck around and kick, 
and I bet you can guess. Yep, she 
kicked free. In the process, not 
only did she kick him in the head 
as he was bent over milking, but 
she knocked the bucket over also.

The expletives began to roll out. 
I stood up as quickly as I could as 
she had knocked me down in the 
process. I was hurting and mad. 
Shane was mad. The cow was mad. 
I did what any self-respecting, 
pitiful person would do who wasn’t 
able to hold up her end of the job. 
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I started crying. The more I cried the madder 
I got. The cow was taking Shane for a ride on 
the end of that fishing line and the bucket rolled 
over to me. Out of anger and stupidity I grabbed 
the bucket and threw it across the wall. I 
honestly didn’t think there was any milk in there 
and of course there was. It went everywhere and 
on both of us. You might have thought World 
War III had just started. I know this…I felt like 
the dumbest person in the world at that given 
moment. There wasn’t a single thing that could 
be said by me to really make what I’d done, 
make an iota of sense, whatsoever. So, the tears 
kept on streaming. Shane hadn’t even had a 
chance to look at me. I honestly don’t think he 
wanted to, because he was so mad at what was 
going on.

One thing about jobs on the ranch. You don’t 
quit until you’re done. So, back to work we 
went. I held the tail once again. The whole time 
I was praying under my breath that I wouldn’t 
let go. Shane managed to get more milk and 
what he thought would work. When we were 
done I got the heck out of there. We went on 
to get that milk into a bottle and into the calf. 
That calf lived and actually was a whopper 
come shipping time that fall. The heifer turned 
into a heck of a mama cow. However, I secretly 
called her, “Hell Bitch” every time I saw her, 
but I had my reasons. I’m sure she called me 
appropriately, “Weak Woman Who Cries”.  I 
have to chuckle about that as I type this.

 One thing about it, the things we do on the 
ranch don’t segregate us. They draw us closer 

to one another even when what happens from 
start to finish isn’t perfect. I learned that certain 
words from Shane weren’t really directed at me. 
Frustration wins sometimes, but at the end of 
the day we love one another fiercely. I’ve seen a 
t-shirt online lately that really brought this story 
back to me. “Please forgive me for what I said 
while we were working cattle”. I think I need to 
get that for Shane for Valentine’s Day! 

As far as what happened, it was just like the 
spilled milk on the loading chute. It slid off. We 
went on to get married that June and that began 

years of togetherness, cussing while working 
cattle, a few more tears here and there, and a 
successful ranching business. We now have 
a son who is aware of all things here on the 
ranch. He’s seen a few of my frustrated tears. 
In the beginning he didn’t quite understand, 
and thought I was hurt. He now understands 
that sometimes his mom let’s frustration and 
emotion win over, but that I’m okay. I just show 
my emotions a bit different and in the end it’s 
okay to cry over spilled milk once in a while! 
      cc
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Story & Photos 
By Dorothy Snowden

As the snow begins to fly, many 
equine enthusiasts dream of sunny 
places down south, where they can 
ride in comfort and train without 
the interruptions delivered by 
plunging mercury. One popular 
winter training ground is Florida, 
a state with the third leading horse 
population in the country. A key 
area is centrally located Marion 
County, home of Ocala, which is 
considered to be one of four major 
Thoroughbred centers globally.

Proclaiming its trade-marked 
slogan as “Horse Capital of the 
World”, Ocala maintains a rivalry 
with Lexington, Kentucky as a 
breeding and training center of 
not just Thoroughbreds, but other 
popular breeds such as Quarter 
Horses, Arabians, and Warmbloods, 
among others. With average daily 
high temperature for the months 
of November through February 
hovering around the seventy-

degree mark, local horsemen claim 
Ocala has everything Lexington 
offers, but without snow drifts.  
Boasting hundreds of farms, major 
equestrian show facilities and a 
Thoroughbred sale company, it’s 
easy to understand why the equine 
industry contributes heavily to the 
state’s $11.7 billion agricultural 
economic impact.

When Thoroughbred farms 
began springing up in Ocala back 
in the nineteen fifties and sixties, 
the Kentucky “hard boots” scoffed 
at the idea of quality race horses 
coming out of Florida, comparing 
them to the native “cracker” horses 
used by cowboys to drive cattle 
out of dense palmetto brush and 
swamps. Ignoring that Ocala was 
based on the same limestone soil 
producing Kentucky Bluegrass, 
the established northern breeders 
were surprised when Florida-bred 
Needles won the Kentucky Derby 
in 1956 and became a national 
champion. Early success for 
Florida-breds continued with Carry 

Ocala Horses Bask In The Sunshine State

Ocala Horses

Bask In The Sunshine State

A stallion at Bridlewood Farm keeps a white Florida egret company.

Riders warm up for the cross-country phase of the Majestic Oaks Horse Trials.
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Back’s Derby win in 1961 and 
Roman Brother’s 1965 campaign 
which earned him Horse of the 
Year honors.

Key to earning initial national 
attention for Florida Thoroughbreds 
were the establishment of farms 
such as Rosemere Farm, Dario 
Farm, Hobeau Farm, Ocala Stud, 
Bonnie Heath Farm, Dorchester 
Nursery, Harbor View Farm, 
Hooper Farm and Tartan Farm. 
Produced from their breeding 
and training programs were 
foundation sires such as Rough-
n-Tumble, Hail to All, Dr. Fager 
and In Reality, while mares Noodle 
Soup, Iltis, Joppy and My Dear 
Girl produced champions. When 
Affirmed claimed the Triple Crown 
in 1978, Florida firmly put itself on 
the map as a source of top horses on 
par with leading    states Kentucky, 
California and New York.

The horse industry continued to 
grow as state-bred races became 
readily available at Florida tracks, 
veterinary services and research 
expanded at University of Florida, 
Gainesville, and the Ocala 
Breeders’ Sale Company was 
formed. Coupled with tax breaks 
on equine businesses and no state 
personal income tax, the later 
decades of the twentieth century 

saw Ocala’s horse scene flourish. 
Producing national champions 
became the norm, reinforced by 
the development of the Breeders’ 
Cup Championships, hosted by 
south Florida’s Gulfstream Park on 
several occasions.

Central Florida growth was 
not limited to the Thoroughbred 
industry, as competitions emerged 

for riders participating in hunter/
jumper shows, three-day eventing, 
dressage, polo and combined 
driving.  Ocala hosts Horse Shows 
in The Sun (HITS) from mid-
January through March, an active 
eventing calendar beginning with 
Majestic Oaks Horse Trails running 
through November’s Ocala Jockey 
Club Three-Day Event, and the 

Live Oak International driving 
competition.

Today, the number of Marion 
County Thoroughbred operations 
is rivaled by farms dedicated to 
jumping disciplines. In place of 
large pastures for broodmares and 
training tracks are smaller facilities 
sporting show barns and arenas 
filled with brightly colored jumps, 
nestled between golf courses and 
housing developments. The Ocala 
area is experiencing some of the 
fastest population growth in the 
country, leaving little room for the 
farms of its early era.

Holding on to some of its former 
glory in the face of encroaching 
development is Ocala Stud. Started 
in 1956 on 800 acres southwest 
of town, the farm quickly made 
its mark through the exploits 
of stallion Rough-n-Tumble. In 
an early crop came Wedlock, 
winner of the Kentucky Oaks of 
1959, followed by My Dear Girl, 
champion filly of that same year. 
He went on to sire 1968 Horse of 
the Year, Dr. Fager, as well as 24 
other stakes winners. The farm’s 
policy of selling every crop of 
foals as two-year-olds in training 
guaranteed winning horses would 
be dispersed around the country, 
putting their program on the 
leading breeder charts for years.

As a challenge to Kentucky’s 

Yearlings at Bridlewood Farm.

Schooling over jumps for HITS Ocala circuit.
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dominance of the Thoroughbred 
industry, the farm’s founder, Joe 
O’ Farrell, mounted a bell from the 
decommissioned U.S.S. Kentucky 
near the office of Ocala Stud and 
made a practice of ringing it every 
time a Florida-bred won a race. The 
bell stands over a symbolic chunk 
of limestone and remains in use to 
this day. Continuing the tradition 
are second and third generation 
O’ Ferrell men, Michael, David 
and Joe, who oversee the daily 
operation of a farm reduced 
considerably in size, but still 
prominent on the Ocala scene. With 
14 stallions and full training barns 
to utilize the farm’s 7/8 mile track, 
notable horses such as champions 
Musical Romance and Calculator, 
as well as millionaires Turbulent 
Descent, Shake You Down, Out 
of the Box and Chapel Royal have 
been products of Ocala Stud.

Another prominent 
Thoroughbred operation is 
Bridlewood Farm, founded in 
1975 by Arthur Appleton, former 
head of Chicago-based Appleton 
Electric Company and inventor 
of numerous patented electrical 
systems. As a perennial leading 
Florida breeder, Appleton’s 
program produced millionaires 
Forbidden Apple, Southern 
Image and Jolie’s Halo, along 
with nearly a hundred Florida-
bred stakes winners. In 2013, 
Bridlewood Farm was acquired 
by John Malone of Liberty Media, 
whose interest include Sirius XM 

and the Atlanta Braves. Upgrades 
to the farm include new training 
barns, an added turf course and 
an all-weather uphill European-
style gallop. Notable horses who 
received their training there are 
Horse of the Year Gun Runner, 
Kentucky Derby winner Smarty 
Jones, Moonshine Memories and 
Tapwrit.

New to the Ocala landscape is 
the World Equestrian Center, set 
to become the largest equestrian 
complex in America by 2021. 
Situated on 3,145 acres and 
currently under construction, plans 
call for 4 climate-controlled indoor 
arenas, 17 outdoor arenas with 
all-weather footing, 2,000 stalls, 
a hotel, restaurants, retail space, 
veterinary clinic and 300 farm 
estates. Nearby, Post Time Farm, 
established in 2002, encompasses 
450 acres, 40 barns, 12 competition 
rings and hosts the HITS hunter/
jumper circuit. The signature event 
is the Ocala $1 Million Grand Prix, 
a leg of the HITS Triple Crown.

With mild weather, moss-draped 
oaks accenting rolling green hills 
and miles of manicured board 
fencing, Ocala will continue to 
draw horse loving snow-birds to 
the Sunshine State. While the focus 
of the area’s racing industry has 
shifted from breeding to training, 
all equine enthusiasts benefit from 
the path paved by early visionaries, 
who believed there was no better 
place for man or beast.  cc

Portrait of Florida’s first Kentucky Derby winner, Needles. Painting 
by Angie Draper.

A rider competes on the cross-country course at the Majestic Oaks 
Horse Trials.

Bell from the U.S.S. Kentucky hangs over a piece of limestone at the 
Ocala Stud office.
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Dog Grandparenting
By Amy Kirk

These days it seems like the 
channels for an older couple to 
have any grandchildren is having 
to go through a training period 
and become dog grandparents 
first, in order to see how they fare 
at grandparenting their children’s 
dogs. It’s become somewhat 
of a prerequisite to having 
grandchildren. 

Our son recently got a two 
year old red heeler dog for 
companionship and help with 
ranch work. It was adoption at 
first sight for Angus and Myles. 
You could say Angus is a special 
needs dog.  He is deaf and had 
been raised in an animal shelter 
as a puppy, until our son adopted 
him. 

The first time I met Angus I 
was asked to babysit. We had 
introductions to get acquainted 
first before he was left with 
me and our dog child Walter.  
Myles had a lot of hesitation 
and discussion before he left 
regarding what I should do once 
he walked out the door. He had 
several suggestions for me in 
handling the dog, as though 
I’d never experienced this as a 
parent. Angus had become so 

attached to Myles in just a few 
weeks that he never leaves his 
master’s side, let alone allows 
him out of his sight. It had been 
reported on a different occasion 
by another babysitter to Myles 
that his Angus dog boy freaks out 
for a little bit when left behind. 
I couldn’t help but chuckle over 
the separation anxiety issues I 
witnessed my son and his dog 
both going through. The parting 
was a familiar parenting moment.

Watching my son struggle with 
leaving his dog was the same 
feeling I felt about leaving him 
with a sitter when he was little. 
When I became a mother for 
the first time and had to leave 
our son with someone else, I 
had the exact same uncertainties 
about leaving.  I found the whole 
situation comical. Watching 
my son worry about leaving his 
new dog with me was seeing a 
new side of him and something I 
didn’t expect from him. He gave 
me specific instructions to call 
him if there were any problems 
and to also call in a little while, 
to let him know how it went after 
he left. 

When the departure moment 
finally took place, just like what 
happens with many babies, tots 

and kids, Angus had a brief 
moment of freaking out over 
wondering where Myles was 
going without him until he was 
out of sight, then the dog settled 
down with our dog Walter, his 
dog buddy who was having him 
stay for a sleep over. Like a 
typical parent, after an hour when 
Myles didn’t hear from me he 
called to check and see how his 
dog was doing and find out what 
happened when he left. 

Everyone did just fine, got 
along alright and had a good time 
once I was finally left in charge. 
The only time I got nervous was 
at night letting the dogs out to 
pee. Angus couldn’t hear me 
calling the two of them back to 
the house and since it was dark, 

I couldn’t see him either. It took 
several tries of getting Walter 
to bring Angus back with him. 
Once they showed up at the front 
door, I panicked a little trying to 
convince Angus to follow Walter 
into the house without a collar 
on, but eventually he consented 
to the idea. 

In instances such as these, 
to prove to my son I’m not an 
incompetent dog grandparent, I 
just do what my kids used to do 
to me; not tell me.  cc
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By Julie Goodnight

When a horse’s training is 
either lacking or confused, we 
often talk about going “back to 
basics.” Last month, I talked 
about basic training from the 
ground—and how important 
it is to have a well-mannered, 
attentive and cooperative horse 
on the ground—before moving 
up to training under-saddle. If 
being on the ground with the 

horse is a harrowing experience, 
why on earth would I want to 
ride him?

Assuming you’ve got your 
horse squared away from the 
ground, let’s look at what going 
back to square one means in 
mounted training. Horses may 
have this need for a variety of 
reasons, and consequently, my 
focus may be different too. But 
we can rely on the methodology 
of classical training for a sure-

fire recipe for success. After 
all, it’s worked for thousands of 
years. I’d like to introduce you 
to three imaginary horses and 
show you what each step of the 
journey looks like, when going 
back to square one with a saddle 
horse.

I’m purposefully leaving 
out abused and traumatized 
horses from this back-to-
basics discussion. Traumatized 
or psychologically damaged 

horses are special cases and 
their training plan needs to 
be customized entirely for 
the needs of that horse, given 
his individual level of fear, 
aggression and emotionality. 
Obviously, these horses need 
time and patience, and their 
volatility may make them more 
dangerous to handle. If you’re 
working with this type of horse, 
you should get expert, hands-on 
help.

What Horses are We Talking 
About?
A horse might be completely 

uneducated and inexperienced, 
like the clean slate of a colt or 
filly that’s never been ridden. 
He/she knows nothing about 
being ridden, balancing a rider, 
rating speed, responding to cues 
or what is required. He doesn’t 
even have a reason to dislike 
being ridden or think of it as 
drudgery yet. This is the easiest 
kind of horse to train, because 
he hasn’t learned any wrong 
things yet. We’ll call this horse, 
“Junior.”

Another horse for which 
back-to-basics training would be 
useful, is a horse that is “broke” 

Back to Basics: Part 2, 
Square-One in the Riding Arena

Photo Courtesy of Julie Goodnight
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but not trained. He’s fully 
accustomed to being saddled, 
mounted and ridden, but he never 
went to high school. Maybe he’s 
a ranch horse or trail horse, but 
he’s been well-handled, taught 
good manners from the ground, 
developed a good work ethic 
and is obedient while being 
ridden—he just doesn’t know 
much. Depending on how long 
this horse has been ridden, he 
may have some engrained bad 
habits or improper responses 
that need replacing, like leaning 
into turns or stiffening the neck 
with rein contact, but otherwise, 
he just needs to learn new, more 
advanced skills. We’ll call this 
horse “Cowboy.”

A common situation that 
often leads a horse back to 
square one in his training, is 
the horse that has been ridden 
many times, perhaps for years, 
but has become “spoiled” 
and is prone to tantrums and 
disobedient behavior. He’s 
learned the wrong things and 
gotten away with a lot. He may 
have learned clever strategies 
for manipulating or intimidating 
the rider, like bucking at canter 
or spinning and bolting. This 
horse is harder to train because 
he’s learned nasty tricks, we 
wish no horse would ever learn 
(there’s no such thing as UN-
learning; once he knows it, he 
knows it). For every time he’s 
benefitted from his disobedient 
behavior, we’ll have to add 
two or three experiences (or 
10 or 20) where he doesn’t. 
Undesirable behaviors must be 
replaced with more desirable 
behaviors, and repetition must 
occur until the desired response 
becomes engrained. If the horse 
returns to the conditions that 
caused the undesirable behavior 
in the first place, the horse will 
revert fast. We’ll call this horse, 
“Treasure.”

Junior, Cowboy and Treasure, 
are three typical horses that 
need to go back to basics in their 

training. The tenants of classical 
horse training that stretch back 
thousands of years in our history, 
give us meaningful guidelines 
for advancing a horse’s training. 
Here, I’ll share the primary steps 
I would take in back-to-basics 
training of the saddle horse, and 
how I would apply it to each of 
our three recruits.

STEP ONE: Forward 
Motion 

is the Basis of All Training
A horse must move willingly 

forward when asked, for as long 
as you require. A horse that will 
not move freely forward cannot 
be trained. If his refusal to move 
forward is disobedience (and not 
a physical issue); then no other 
training will occur until you get 
past this stage.

Junior: In the beginning, this 
is almost all we do—go, go, go 
somewhere. I want the youngster 
to step right out and know that 
we may keep going for some 
time. I’m always looking ahead, 
riding with a destination in mind 
(even in the arena) and riding 
purposefully. He needs to learn 
to balance the rider in all gaits 
and most importantly, that he 
must keep going, without me 
pedaling, until I ask him to stop.

Cowboy: He’s well beyond 
Junior in this regard. For 
Cowboy, this step means refining 
our cues for upward transitions, 
learning to canter without a fast 
trot or cue for a particular lead. 
I may be working Cowboy in 
the arena a lot, so we may also 
be establishing basics like not 
cutting corners or speeding up/
slowing down at the gate.

Treasure: This could go one 
of two ways, depending on 
Treasure’s temperament. One, 
he might be lazy and refusing to 
move forward. This could be a 
big hurdle to overcome, but no 
training can proceed until we 
get him moving willingly. I’ll 
focus on nothing else other than 
keeping the horse going forward 
for a while, admonishing him 

when he tries to quit. Two, if 
Treasure is the high-energy sort, 
this is going to be more about 
containing the forward motion, 
riding it out his forwardness 
and smoothing out upward 
transitions.

STEP TWO: Straightness
A horse must always travel on 

the path dictated by the rider; he 
doesn’t get to decide where he 
goes. Furthermore, he must be 
straight through his whole body 
(nose to tail), on straight lines, in 
turns and on circles.

Junior: At first, on a previously 
un-ridden horse, there’s not 
much in the way of power 
steering or precision—I’m 
lucky if I wind up in the general 
vicinity of the target. Although 
I’m always riding forward with 
energy, looking ahead and riding 
purposefully, we will change 
directions a lot (cueing first with 
my eyes, so he starts learning 
to follow my gaze). With every 
change of direction, I have a 
little more control. Gradually we 
add increasingly long stretches 
of straight lines (an even greater 

challenge), first o the rail, then 
without that aid.

Cowboy: He does better on 
straight lines, than on turns. 
Cowboy is ready to carry 
“straightness” into turns and 
circles, bending his body 
without dropping his shoulder 
and leaning into the turn. We’ll 
focus more on the precision 
end of straightness: riding 
challenging straight lines off 
the rail, bending on half circles, 
serpentines and full circles. As 
he comes into higher levels of 
training, we’ll focus more on 
lifting the shoulder and arcing 
through his ribcage.

Treasure: For this horse, 
straightness is more about 
obedience than power steering. 
Chances are good, he’s learned 
(wrongly) that he has some say 
in where he goes and where he 
doesn’t go. I’m paying close 
attention to things like cutting 
corners, pulling toward the gate/
barn/buddy. I may test him by 
putting him on a long straight 
line, next to the far fence, then 
lay my hands on his neck (to 



20 Today’s Horse Magazine • February 2019

neutralize the reins) and see 
what he does with the freedom. 
If he immediately diverts and 
heads where he wants to go, I 
know he is in a disobedient and 
opportunistic frame of mind. 
This step is more about reshaping 
his opinion of what I expect of 
him, that I control direction and 
speed, and teaching him that his 
tactics won’t work on me.

STEP THREE: Obedience 
to 

the Aids
At every level of training, 

obedience to the aids means 
something a little different. 
At first, it’s simply about 
controlling direction and speed, 
establishing basic control and 
developing a compliant horse. 
Then we move on to complete 
nose-to-tail body control, 
collection, lateral movements 
and other advanced maneuvers. 
All the while, shaping the 
horse’s work ethic and nurturing 
the horse’s try.

Junior: Gradually, I start 
requiring Junior to maintain 
the speed I ask for in all gaits, 
without my help. For a while, 
we will continue to focus on 
forward movement, and when I 
do introduce collection (putting 
restraints on the horse’s forward 
movement), it will be at a very 
low level. As we do more turns 
and circles, we start working 
on bending and control of the 
shoulders (the hardest part of 
the horse to control). Slowly, 
I start introducing lateral 

movements—haunches- in , 
shoulder-in, leg yielding. I will 
take my time and go slowly here, 
because I know foundational 
skills must be learned well, 
before moving on to more 
advanced stuff.

Cowboy: This will be the most 
meaningful step in Cowboy’s 
back-to-basics training. He’s 
ready for collection at all gaits, 
I just need to show him what I 
want and condition him both 
mentally and physically for the 
task. I’ll focus a lot on shoulder 
control with leg yields, turns and 
pivots. Obedience to the aids for 
Cowboy also means improving 
upward and downward 
transitions, so I’ll start getting 
more demanding there too.

Treasure: By now, my hope 
is that Treasure has come to 
a better understanding of my 
expectations and what I consider 
inappropriate and disobedient 
behavior. Obedience to the aids 
for Treasure is both mental and 
physical. I’ve been working with 
him in such a way that makes 
him want to please me—to stay 
on my good side (ain’t nobody 
happy, if mamma ain’t happy). 
I want every part of his body to 
stay exactly on the path I dictate, 
and I should not have to hold 
him on a path or hold him in a 
speed—that’s his responsibility. 
I need him to be present at all 
times, either focused on me or 
focused on nothing, not looking 
outside the arena or worrying 
about other horses. Often, for 

horses like Treasure, once I 
resolve his learned disobedience 
and establish clear parameters 
for his behavior, the previous 
(positive) training the horse had 
(if any) will surface once again.

The classical progression 
in horse training has been 
around for thousands of 
years—it’s a proven recipe 
for success. However, every 
horse is different in his talents, 
attributes, temperament, and life 
experience (which may have 
been good, bad or nonexistent). 
It’s important to progress in 
an orderly fashion and not cut 
corners—that’s why “slower is 
faster” when it comes to training 
horses. Often, when horses 
need to go “back to basics,” it’s 
because shortcuts were taken 
and there are holes in the horse’s 
foundational training.

While starting a horse under-
saddle (getting him used to 
the tack and balancing the 
rider) goes quickly, thorough 

training to the highest levels 
takes years. Some horses will 
naturally progress faster than 
others (usually the clean slate 
variety), but all horses are 
extremely fast learning animals. 
Unfortunately, that means they 
learn wrong things quickly 
too, and often our time is spent 
undoing the wrong things the 
horse has learned. The holes will 
have to be filled, before higher 
level training occurs. You can’t 
build a skyscraper on a shaky 
foundation.

There’s one more important 
consideration, if you think 
about the fact that horses are 
exceptionally fast-learning 
animals. When the student (the 
horse) fails to learn or learns 
the wrong things, it is not the 
student that should be blamed, 
but the teacher. When a horse 
is not learning new concepts 
quickly, it’s generally the 
rider’s technique that needs to 
improve. cc
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Story and Photos 
By Dorothy Snowden

The third edition of the 
Pegasus World Cup, set to run at 
Hallandale, Florida’s Gulfstream 
Park on January 26th, will 
feature Breeders’ Cup champions 
Accelerate and City of Light. 
The pair are also Eclipse Award 
finalists and will begin stud careers 
after the lucrative race. With $9 
million up for grabs, twelve horses 
will contest America’s richest race 
at 1 1/8th miles on dirt. 

Accelerate, who has already 
bank-rolled over $5.7 million 
after winning last fall’s Breeders’ 
Cup Classic at Churchill Downs, 
is favored to win for trainer 
John Sadler. The 6-yr.-old son 
of champion Looking At Lucky 
won five graded stakes races 
in California leading up to his 
Breeders’ Cup win, putting him in 
contention for 2018 Horse of the 
Year honors against Triple Crown 
winner Justify. He is set to begin 
stud duties at Lane’s End Farm of 
Versailles, Kentucky.

Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile winner 
City of Light narrowly defeated 
Accelerate in last season’s 
Oaklawn Handicap at Oaklawn 
Park, Hot Springs, Arkansas. The 
son of leading sire, Quality Road, 
is set to join Accelerate at Lane’s 
End Farm and is in contention for 
Older Dirt Male Champion. 

Joining them in the starting 

Pegasus World Cup 
America’s 

Richest Race

Contender for the Pegasus World Cup, 
City Of Light.

Favorite for the 2019 Pegasus World Cup, Accelerate.
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gate for the Pegasus World Cup is 
Gunnevera, a winner of more than 
$4 million, who finished second to 
Accelerate in the Classic. This is 
his second try at the Pegasus World 
Cup after taking third place last 
year behind 2017 Horse of the Year 
Gun Runner. 

Other top contenders include 
millionaire Seeking The Soul, who 
finished second in the Breeders’ 
Cup Dirt Mile behind City of Light 
and took fifth spot in last year’s 
Pegasus World Cup. Millionaires 
Something Awesome, Bravazo, 
Imperative and Audible, winner of 
the Florida Derby, face Kukulkan, 
winner of Mexico’s Triple Crown. 
Kukulkan comes into the race 
undefeated in 14 starts and has a 
recent ten-length win at Gulfstream 
Park. 

The inaugural edition of the 
Pegasus World Cup, run in 2017, 
had a $12 million purse and 
matched champions Arrogate 
against Kentucky Derby winner 
and Horse of the Year California 
Chrome. Arrogate prevailed to win 

while California Chrome faded to 
ninth place and thereafter retired 
with lifetime earnings of $14.7 
million. Arrogate went on to win 
the $10 million Dubai World Cup 
and champion older male title 
before retiring with $17.4 million 
in earnings.

Added to the program this 
year is the first running of the $7 
million Pegasus World Cup Turf 
Invitational, with a field headed 
by Bill Mott trainees, Yoshida 
and Channel Maker. Three fillies 
are entered, as well as five other 
colts. The Pegasus World Cup 
races are the concept of Frank 
Stronach, founder and chairman 
of the Stronach Group which owns 
Gulfstream Park. Designed to 
entice owners to continue racing 
top older horses, the program 
hopes to expand offerings and 
purses. Gulfstream Park will run 
through March, with a major 
Kentucky Derby prep race, the $1 
million Florida Derby, highlighting 
closing weekend.  cc
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By Whitney Knippling

The Greg Shearer family of 
Wall, South Dakota grew up 
riding raised horses with much 
success and continue to do so 
today.  “It’s been like that since I 
was a kid,” says Carisa, “All our 
brood mares growing up came 
from our great grandpa on our 
mom’s side, and great grandpa 
on our dad’s side, and still go 
back to the original foundation 
horses we rode as kids.”  The 
tradition carries on as Carisa and 
sister Lainee continue raising 
horses, saying, “It’s special 
when everyone wins on a raised 
horse.” 

Carisa’s girls, Libby and 
Brooke are paving their own 
path to success inheriting 

their passion for rodeo from 
their mom.  Their most recent 
accomplishment was achieving 
a 4th and 1st finish at the Sherry 
Cervi Youth Championships 
held in Tucson, AZ.  “The event 
consisted of over 400 kids,” 
Carisa explains, “They were 
introduced by state, and each kid 
got to take individual pictures 
with Sherry as well as a group 
photo with Stingray.  Sherry 
made a run on the ground herself 
to make sure it was good before 
the event kicked off.  Sherri’s a 
good role model, that’s why we 
entered it.  Every kid, whether 
you run barrels or not, should 
go.  Sherry talks about all her 
horses and what they’ve taught 
her.”

Libby, 11, enjoys playing 

The Shearer Family
Run Deep in the Roots of

Rodeo and Raising Horses

Photo Credit: SamJ Photography
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basketball when not at a rodeo 
and helping her papa, Greg.  Her 
favorite event is barrel racing 
and she recently just started 
roping.  When asked about her 
experience at the Sherry Cervi 
Youth Championships she says, 
“It’s the best barrel race I’ve 
ever been to.  Cory Petska did 
an awesome job on the ground.”  
Her good horse “Frenchie”, 
with whom she purchased 
herself from Sandy Harms is an 
18-year-old Frenchmans Guy 
who took her to a 4th place 
average finish saying, “I love 
him a lot.”  When asked where 
she would like to take her rodeo 
career, she states, “UP! With 
intentions of one day winning 
the world and the million at The 
American.”

Brooke, 10, also enjoys 
playing basketball and believe it 
or not, helping her grandma Lori 
pick stalls. Her favorite events 
are barrel racing and goat tying 
because you get to go fast and Photo Credit: Boaz Dov Elkes
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jump off your horse while he’s 
running.  Her Sherry Cervi Youth 
Champions consisted of 1st and 
3rd in the 1D for an average win.  
Her horse, “SX Gun’s N Roses” 
aka “Axel” is a 10-year-old 
palomino gelding they raised 
and trained themselves.  He 
was originally Carisa’s ranch 
horse, Brooke later taking him 
over starting to run him in April, 
saying “He can be a little broncy 
sometimes.  But he loves me and 
loves to eat.”  Weighing in at 
approximately 1450 lbs., Brook 
says, “He’s a tank!”  Her goals 
are to make it to the NFR and 
win the million this year at The 
American.  Her next stop, Fort 
Worth, TX for the semi-finals!  

The girls would like to thank 
their mom, Papa, Grandma 
Lori, Casey Beck, Lee Ozanne, 
their farrier and Famous Equine 
for all their success.  Famous 
Equine swims both the horses, 
Brooke saying, “They come out 
brand new!”

When asked what it’s like to 
have her daughters following 
in her footsteps, Carisa states, 
“Proud.”  She was happier that 
day of the Sherry Cervi Youth 
Championships than any time 
she’s ever won anything, saying, 
“I know they’re my kids, but 
they ride well.  It makes me the 
proudest. They may not have the 

best horse, but they ride them 
the best the horse can do.”

2018 was the first year they 
really ventured outside of their 
circle.  The year prior, both girls 
made the South Dakota 4-H 
Finals, but had mostly attended 
some youth playdays and a few 
Little Britches.  They kicked 

off 2018 attending the Jr. NFR 
Qualifier in Cedar Rapids, IA 
where Libby took home a win 
and Brooke tipped to have been 
1st and 2nd.  “I had a derby 
horse so we went there,” says 
Carisa, “It went well and we 
kept going.  If it’s going well we 
will keep going, if not, we will 
stop and regroup.”

“The girls and I had a couple 
of goals,” she says, “The Jr. 
NFR, 4-H Finals, and Brooke 
wanted to go to The American.  
She talked me into going and 
Libby had saved up entry money 
helping her Papa AI.  They 
attended the qualifier in Wynona, 
MN where Brooke ended up 
3rd landing herself a spot to 
the semi-finals and a chance of 
making The American.

When it comes to being 
their mentor, Carisa believes in 
letting them be kids, saying, “I 
try not to be too hard on them 
and don’t nit-pick every single 
little thing.”  Their coaching 

consisting of:
--“Run to your spot”
--”Hands up heads up”
--“Sit in your turns”
and they do more riding out in 

the pasture than they do in the 
arena.

Carisa’s newest addition to 
the operation is, “SX Trump 
Train” her coming 5-year-
old stud she raised out of a 
mare her parents raised, “SX 
Frenchmans Peach,” a blue 
hen whose progeny have an 
average LTE of $30K+, saying 
“I kept him a stud because his 
mom was the best horse I ever 
rode.  He reminded me a lot of 
her, gritty but kind. I took him 
slow as I would like the girls to 
be able to run him.  He’s been 
ridden a lot in the pasture and I 
just started him on barrels.  He 
acts good, mature, and ready to 
go on and be a barrel horse with 
intentions of making his debut at 
the 5-State Breeders Futurity.”  
 cc

Photo Credit: Boaz Dov Elkes

Photo Credit: SJ Equine Promotion
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By Whitney Knippling

Plains Horizon Equine 
Insurance, founded by Marvin 
Tavarez, Jr. fifteen plus years 
ago is a full-service insurance 
company.  Not only do they 
offer agents active in the 
horse industry, but active in 
the livestock/ranching/cattle 
business as well, insuring 
not only horses, but cattle, 
bulls, working dogs, and other 
livestock. The company offers 
equine full mortality and theft, 
equine special accident-theft 

included, equine specified 
perils-theft included, stallion 
permanent disability, major 
medical, prospective-foal 
insurance, livestock mortality, 
bull loss of use or infertility, 
working dog mortality, cargo, 
farm and ranch, stable liability, 
care, custody and control, event 
liability, as well as club and 
association liability.

Although the main office is 
located in Pleasanton, Texas, 
3 time National Finals Rodeo 
Qualifier Trula Churchill, works 
the business from her home in 

Plains Horizon 
Equine Insurance

All Photos Credit: Chris Davis
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Valentine, Nebraska. “Being 
involved in rodeo and barrel 
racing, I have had many friends 
and acquaintances over the years 
ask me about equine insurance,” 
says Churchill, “I have been a 
long-time customer with Plains 
Horizon and always referred 
anyone that asked to them.  After 
some discussion with Marvin, I 
decided it was a good fit for me 
to go to work for Plains Horizon 
Equine Insurance.”

“Our agents are actively 
involved in the equine industry, 
attending multiple equine-
related events throughout the 
year,” says Trula, “This gives us 
the experience and knowledge 
to better understand the needs of 
our customers.”  Plains Horizon 
Equine Insurance prides itself 
in their customer service 
saying, “Our goal is to provide 
reliable protection, one strong 
relationship at a time.  We focus 
on the relationships we build 
with our customers by offering 
a trusted partnership.  We are 
dedicated equine insurance 
professionals.” cc

All Photos Credit: Chris Davis
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Bareback
1. Jared Keylon Uniontown KS  $19,431.06
2. Taylor Broussard Estherwood LA $16,598.73
3. Jamie Howlett Rapid City SD $14,978.49
4. Bill Tutor Huntsville TX $14,591.87
5. Blake Smith Zap ND $14,065.22
6. Trenten Montero Winnemucca NV $13,235.12
7. Clayton Biglow Clements CA $13,173.05
8. Winn Ratliff Leesville LA $13,141.80
9. Tristan Hansen Dillon MT $13,120.49
10. Richmond Champion The Woodlands TX $12,852.08
11. Wyatt Denny Minden NV $12,145.70
12. Jesse Pope Marshall MO $11,808.37
13. Pascal Isabelle Okotoks AB $11,641.59
14. Ty Breuer Mandan ND $11,278.72
15. Mark Kreder Collinsville OK $11,131.07

Steer Wrestling
1. Ty Erickson Helena MT $19,810.99
2. Riley Duvall Checotah OK $18,824.14
3. Tyler Waguespack Gonzales LA $13,027.07
4. Cameron Morman Glen Ullin ND $12,917.88
5. Scott Guenthner Provost AB $12,278.88
6. Blake Mindemann Blanchard OK $12,026.13
7. Jacob Talley Keatchie LA $11,035.67
8. Blake Knowles Heppner OR $10,814.63
9. Stetson Jorgensen Blackfoot ID $10,516.59
10. Jacob Edler State Center IA $9,993.53
11. Chason Floyd Buffalo SD $9,006.00
12. Bridger Chambers Stevensville MT $8,894.16
13. Matt Reeves Cross Plains TX $8,471.50
14. Gary Gilbert Springtown TX $7,952.01
15. Cody Metsker Taylorville IL $7,875.06

Team Roiping (Headers)
1. Clay Smith Broken Bow OK $14,713.69
2. Cody Snow Los Olivos CA $13,345.71
3. Chad Masters Cedar Hill TN $12,025.01
4. Dustin Egusquiza Mariana FL $11,774.17
5. Pace Freed Chubbuck ID $11,231.71
6. Billy Bob Brown Carbon TX $10,878.57
7. Tyler Wade Terrell TX $10,129.72
8. Tate KirchenschlagerYuma CO $9,697.44
9. Clay Tryan Billings MT $9,621.05
10. Eric Fabian Gansevoort NY $9,424.88
11. Jacob Dagenhart Statesville NC $8,654.43
12. Clayton Van Aken Descanso CA $8,648.16
13. Kaleb Driggers Hoboken GA $8,005.10
14. Lightning Aguilera Athens TX $7,818.48
15. Bart Brunson Terry MS $7,816.51

Team Roping (Heelers)
1. Jake Long Coffeyville KS $14,713.69
2. Ryan Motes Weatherford TX $13,856.97
3. Hunter Koch Walters OK $13,565.65
4. Wesley Thorp Throckmorton TX $13,345.71
5. Joseph Harrison Overbrook OK $13,113.14
6. Ty Arnold Midway TX $12,680.98
7. Kory Koontz Stephenville TX $11,774.17
8. Jade Anderson Genola UT $11,231.71
9. Jake Edwards Fort Ann NY $11,076.30
10. Levi Lord Sturgis SD $10,302.83
11. Travis Graves Jay OK $9,621.05
12. Zack Mabry Piedmont AL $8,654.43
13. Junior Nogueira Burleson TX $8,005.10
14. Wesley Brunson Terry MS $7,963.42
15. Rory Brown Edgemont SD $6,988.63

Saddle Bronc Riding
1. Jacobs Crawley Boerne TX $26,322.65
2. Bradley Harter Loranger LA $24,919.48
3. Chase Brooks Deer Lodge MT $23,461.91
4. Isaac Diaz Desdemona TX $22,466.12
5. Spencer Wright Milford UT $21,466.81
6. Joey Sonnier  New Iberia LA $14,492.76
7. JJ Elshere Hereford SD $12,984.50
8. Kolby Wanchuk Sherwood Park AB $12,675.78
9. Sterling Crawley Stephenville TX $12,402.38
10. Jade Blackwell Rapid City SD $11,742.86
11. Jake Finlay Goondiwindi QL $11,614.74
12. Wyatt Casper Pampa TX $11,011.60
13. Zeke Thurston Big Valley AB $10,754.43
14. Cole Elshere Faith SD $10,456.96
15. Jesse Kruse Great Falls MT $9,181.07

Tie Down Roping
1. Tyson Durfey Brock TX $34,524.46
2. Westyn Hughes Caldwell TX $19,437.44
3. Cooper Martin Alma KS $16,748.41
4. Marty Yates Stephenville TX $15,614.51
5. Adam Gray Seymour TX $13,705.35
6. Tuf Cooper Decatur TX $11,361.99
7. Shane Hanchey Sulphur LA $10,232.18
8. Justin Thigpen Waycross GA $9,803.52
9. Riley Pruitt Gering NE $9,470.69
10. Clint Kindred Oral SD $9,399.08
11. Caddo Lewallen Morrison OK $9,132.11
12. Ike Fontenot Ville Platte LA $9,001.68
13. Lane Livingston Seymour TX $8,589.01
14. Tim Naylor Hancock MD $8,502.12
15. Tanner Green Cotulla TX $8,488.32

Steer Roping
1. Trevor Brazile Decatur TX $20,718.37
2. Vin Fisher Jr. Andrews TX $18,624.02
3. Roger Branch Wellston OK $9,265.51
4. Garrett Hale Snyder TX $9,221.36
5. Shay Good Abilene TX $9,025.98
6. Tuf Cooper Decatur TX $9,011.26
7. Chris Glover Keenesburg CO $8,359.89
8. Scott Snedecor Fredericksburg TX $8,303.37
9. Jess Tierney Hermosa SD $5,776.31
10. Cole Patterson Pratt KS $5,551.00
11. Ora Taton Rapid City SD $5,346.86
12. Chet Herren Pawhuska OK $5,215.24
13. Travis Mills Gillette WY $5,061.88
14. Will McBride Ogallala NE $4,909.49
15. J. Tom Fisher Andrews TX $4,807.38

Barrel Racing
1. Jennifer Sharp  Richards TX  $22,299.22 
2. Ivy Conrado  Nowata OK  $19,983.29 
3. Lisa Lockhart  Oelrichs SD  $16,396.81 
4. Lacinda Rose  Willard MO  $15,681.27 
5. Cheyenne Wimberley (G) Stephenville TX  $14,725.19 
6. Taylor Langdon  Aubrey TX  $14,207.03 
7. Ericka Nelson  Century FL  $13,938.80 
8. Sabra O’Quinn (G)  Ocala FL  $13,937.73 
9. Leia Pluemer  Las Lunas NM  $12,498.24 
10. Jackie Ganter  Abilene TX  $12,322.64 
11. Kristen Spratt  Lysite WY  $12,048.70 
12. Michelle Alley  Madisonville TX  $11,536.61 
13. Kylie Weast  Comanche OK  $11,520.66 
14. Emily Miller  Weatherford OK  $10,983.84 
15. Kelly Bruner (G)  Millsap, TX  $10,479.89

Bull Riding
1. Parker Breding Edgar MT $34,229.73
2. Clayton Sellars Friutlandpark FL $27,561.62
3. Jeff Askey Athens TX $21,339.64
4. Trevor Reiste Linden IA $20,291.30
5. Trevor Kastner Roff OK $17,813.04
6. Brody Yeary Morgan Mill TX $16,596.42
7. Jesse Petri Athens TX $16,084.01
8. Dallee Mason Weiser ID $15,957.51
9. Lon Danley Tularosa NM $14,359.25
10. Trey Kimzey Strong City OK $13,698.78
11. Cole Melancon Liberty TX $13,172.68
12. Elijah Mora Wiggins CO $11,359.10
13. Tyler Bingham Honeyville UT $11,127.34
14. Nic Lica Garden City MI $10,501.97
15. Jeff Bertus Avon SD $10,022.51

           cc

2019 PRCA | RAM World Standings
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By Maegan McPherson

There’s a new children’s 
book out featuring a horse from 
Independence Farm in Rye, New 
Hampshire, who tells a beautiful 
rags-to-riches story. Author, 
Diane Robbins Jones, chronicles 
her first year with her handsome, 
chestnut thoroughbred Rudy, 
uniquely told from the horse’s 
point of view. Rudy spotlights 
the highs and lows as he and 

Jones begin to work together, 
learn to trust each other, and 
eventually develop a deep bond. 
Readers learn how horses think, 
the emotions they feel, and what 
goes into training a horse. 

Diane grew up in Boxborough, 
Massachusetts, a small rural 
town dotted with farms. Diane 
has always loved horses, and the 
dream of owning a horse started 
when she was a child. Each week 
she scoured local newspaper ads 

in search of the “perfect” horse, 
which meant an inexpensive 
one. Surely if she found a cheap 
one her Mom couldn’t say “no”, 
but sadly that was always the 
answer. 

Diane didn’t understand 
how much it cost to care for 
a horse, and her family had 
little disposable money. Her 
parents repeatedly denied her 
requests for her own horse, due 
to financial constraints. Her 

parents divorced when she was 
six, and like many children from 
a split family, she struggled with 
feelings of abandonment and 
insecurity. It’s this background 
that enabled her to connect with 
Rudy’s story in a deep, powerful 
way.

Many years later, at age 50, 
Diane committed to weekly 
horseback riding lessons at a 
Portsmouth, NH stable. She 
had no intention of buying a 
horse, but through a series of 
serendipitous events, she bought 
Rudy for a dollar. Rudy is a 
striking chestnut thoroughbred 
with a playful, loving 
personality. He also has some 
scars from previous experiences, 
as well as gaps in his training. 
Not having a clue what horse 
ownership entailed, Jones dove 
head first into the biggest joy 
and challenge of her life.

Writing served as an outlet 
for Diane since she was very 
young. Over the years, she 
amassed multiple journals 
containing poetry, song lyrics, 
and hundreds of pages for a 
memoir she plans on releasing, 
“when the time is right.”  Like 
many, Jones has a bucket list. 
Publishing a book has been on it 
for quite a while. The “universe” 
apparently thought she needed a 
nudge—enter Rudy. As she likes 
to say, “I didn’t pick Rudy, Rudy 
picked me.”  

After three years with Rudy, 
Jones is launching her first 
children’s book to share her story 
(and Rudy’s), to teach children 
what goes into horse ownership 
(responsibility, hard work, 
dedication, and unconditional 
love). The book chronicles her 
first year with Rudy as told by 
Rudy. He takes readers on a 
journey through the high’s and 
low’s as he and Jones begin to 
work together, learn to trust each 
other, and eventually develop a 
deep bond. Readers learn how 
horses think, the emotions they 
feel, and what goes into training 
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a horse from both the human 
and horse perspective. The book 
also includes a glossary of horse 
terms relating to riding, care, 
and anatomy, as well as 20 Fun 
Horse Facts.

Along the way, Rudy makes 
friends, bravely learns how to 
go on trail rides, and discovers 
water can be fun instead of 
frightening. Readers will be 
thrilled when Rudy and two other 
horses step over the paddock 
fence freeing themselves. 
Rudy’s charismatic personality 
will capture children’s hearts 
and make them long to know, 
“what happens next?”  

In addition to a compelling 
story, the book features 
stunningly realistic illustrations 
by talented artist Karen 
Busch Holman. The custom 
illustrations feature Rudy, 
and his real-life companions, 
Jones and his best horse friend, 
Shadow.

This is Diane’s first book, and 
her goals are to keep writing. 
Rudy - A Big Horse with a 
Big Heart has an open ending, 
paving the way for the book 
to be a series. She envisions a 
three book series, perhaps more, 
if it catches on. She intends to 
continue the “teaching theme”, 
exposing children to all aspects 
of horse care, as well as many 
of the oddities that occur with 
these animals. Diane also has 
a couple of ideas for adult self-
help books.

The message she hopes to get 
across to the readers of her book, 
are that “Others feels the same 
way you do, you’re not alone, 
things can get better.” Diane’s 
goals are for kids to identify 
with Rudy, and feel less alone 
as they go through the various 
up’s and down’s in their lives. 
She also wants to educate kids 
on all things horses, and broaden 
their view of horses, to help 
them understand they are very 
perceptive, sensitive animals 
that have emotions just like they 
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do.  
The book was released on 

November 20th, so Diane has 
only begun to distribute it.

Never the less, it’s available 
on Amazon in addition to a 
handful of local stores, like The 
Christmas Dove in Barrington, 
NH, and it’s also available in the 
following stores in Portsmouth, 
NH: Riverrun Bookstore, G. 
Willikers, and Abode Home 
Furnishings.  

Even though Diane has been 
super busy with the release of 
her book, she frequently enjoys 
her time off in northern Vermont 
and is an avid downhill skier. 
Jones travels extensively in both 
the United States and abroad. 
Two of her most memorable 
trips were to Africa where she 
traveled in Kenya and Uganda 

hiking deep into the jungle to see 
some of last remaining mountain 
gorillas. For her 50th birthday, 
she trekked in Bhutan covering 
55 miles of spectacular scenery 
through the Himalayas.  

Diane will continue to work 
on getting the book into stores 
in local and surrounding areas.  
“Additionally, I will work 
on lining up book readings, 
and potentially a children’s 
event where kids will be able 
to meet Rudy in the spring of 
2019.  Jones held one such 
event August 2018 to promote 
the book and encourage pre-
orders.  Over 100 people came 
to the event, children and adults 
enjoyed hearing some of the 
story, learning about horse 
anatomy, 10 Fun Horse facts, 
and meeting Rudy.”

What people are saying about 
Rudy:

• “A great book for horse 
loving kids with beautiful 
illustrations. A true story about 
the special bond that develops 
between horse and owner and 
just about everyone else who 
meets Rudy. Great appendix that 
includes horse facts, glossary 
of terms, and horse anatomy, 
diagram.”

• “This book has the best of 
ingredients: beautiful artistic 
illustrations, a touching true 
story about a real horse who 
lives in NH, educational in 
nature to teach children about 
horses. Can’t help but fall in 
love with Rudy and be happy 
for him and his owner and their 
life’s journey.”

• “From the moment I picked 
up this book I was captivated-
from the beautiful illustration of 
Rudy on the cover through all 
of Rudy’s antics and “growing 
up pains.” The author has an 
incredible literary gift-the gift 
of being able to give us “Rudy’s 
thoughts and feelings” in a 
honest and fun way. I learned so 
much about horses and their care 
which was so easily and naturally 
woven into the storyline. Hands 
down a GREAT book! Bought 
two so I could donate one to my 
local library for all the young 
and older readers to enjoy!”

 
For more information, and 

to continue being friends with 
Rudy, follow Rudy on Facebook 
@Rudy the Rudster or Instagram 
at rudy.therudster. cc
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Long Go
1. JJ Elshere - Hereford, SD
 930  Spider Woman  DH 
 89.0 3,912.00

2. Spencer Wright - Milford, UT
 301  Outlaw Tunes  SA
 88.5 2,999.20

3. Zeke Thurston - Big Valley, AB

 061  War Jet  NF
 88.0 2,216.80

4. Rusty Wright - Milford, UT
 397  Choctow Bingo  SU
 87.5 1,434.40

5. Stetson Wright - Beaver, UT
 044  Fringe Benefit  SM
 86.5 782.40

6. Mitch Pollock - Winnemucca, NV
 249  West Texan  SU
 86.5 782.40

7. Ryder Wright - Milford, UT
 007  James Bond  DB
 85.5 521.60

8. Clay Elliott - Nanton, AB

 203  Knobs  SU
 85.0 391.20

Short Go
1. JJ Elshere - Hereford, SD
 873  Lunatic from Hell  BH
 93.5 2,000.00 cc

X-treme Broncs

1. Cole Melancon  Liberty TX
Bull: 92  UR Next  NF 
 87.0  3,807.00

2. Wyatt Gregg  Belle Fourche SD
Bull: 594  Jacked Up Terror  SM 
 86.0  2,918.70

3. Parker Breding  Edgar MT

Bull: 131  Shot Glass  SU
 85.5  2,157.30

4. Joseph McConnel  Bloomfield NM
Bull: 13  Wackadoo  SU 
 84.5  1,142.10

5. Chase Dougherty  Canby OR
Bull: 2653  Friday Night Blues  NF

 84.5  1,142.10

6. Tate Smith  Litchville ND
Bull: A28  Fire Wall  NF
 83.5  634.50

7. Bart Miller  Pleasanton NE
Bull: Y405  Wreck it Ralph  SM
 82.5  507.60

8. Josh Frost  Randlett UT
Bull: 2711  Stray Cat  SU
81.5 190.35

9. Levi Gray Tucumcari NM
Bull: 3097  Rough N Ready  SM
81.5 190.35  cc

X-Treme Bulls

Bareback
No qualified rides

Breakaway Roping
1. Lexi McCoy Hermosa 3.67
2. Shania Larive  Sturgis  4.11
3. Sierra Lee  Rhame, ND 4.23
4. Mikenzy Miller  Faith  4.32

Tie Down Roping
1. Tanner Fite  Hermosa 11.25
2. Linkyn Petersek  Colome  16.19
3. Ty Moser  Wolsey  16.28
4. Brayden Price  Red Owl  17.16

Goat Tying
1. Sawyer Gilbert  Buffalo  7.82
2. Sage Gabriel  Quinn  7.88
3. Shelby Lang  Chancellor  9.44
4. Jayda Tibbs  Ft. Pierre  9.65

Saddle Bronc
1. Cash Wilson  Wall  75
No other qualified rides

Steer Wrestling
No qualified times

Barrel Race
1. Tatum Carey  Huron 13.048
2. Wacey Brown  Piedmont  13.129
3. Megan Vanliere  Pierre  13.624
4. Keisha Rayhill  Martin  13.748

Pole Bending
1. Sidni Ferguson  Dupree  20.16
2. Riley Donnelly  Elk Point  20.58
3. Chloe Herren  Crooks  20.65
4. Sidney Hanson  Faith  20.71

Team Roping
1. Thane Lockhart, Oelrichs and 

Chance Derner, New Underwood  9.29
2. Rio Nutter, Rapid City and 
Bodie Mattson, Sturgis 12.18
3. Lan Fuhrer, Belle Fourche and 
Tee Mcamis, Belle Fourche  23.29
4. Connor Lehman, Groton and 
Sage Bach, Florence  30.74

Bull Riding
1. Stran Smith  Lantry   79
2. Hudson Johnson  Kadoka  75
No other qualified rides cc

2019 Wrangler 20X High School 
Rodeo Showcase Winners
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Bareback Riding
1. Wyatt Denny - Minden, NV
 432  Classic Rock  DH
 90.5 5,682.30
2. Richmond Champion - 
The Woodlands, TX
 331  Prarie Rose  SA
 89.0 4,356.43
3. Shane O’Connell - Rapid City, SD
 238  Great Nation  SA
 86.0 3,219.97
4. Clayton Biglow - Clements, CA
 800  Major Party  SM
 85.5 1,704.69
5. Grant Denny - Minden, NV
 316    BH
 85.5 1,704.69

Steer Wrestling
1. Eli Lord - Sturgis, SD
 4.7 3,259.45
2. Ty Erickson - Helena, MT
 4.8 2,916.35
3. Myles Neighbors - Benton, AR
 5.2 2,401.70
4. Hank Filippini - Battle Mountain, 
NV

 5.2 2,401.70
5. Benjamin Robinson - `Hastings, NE
 5.6 1,887.05

Team Roping
1. Clayton Van Aken - Descanso, CA
 Cullen Teller - Fort Collins, CO
 4.1 5,273.17
2. Lightning Aguilera - Athens, TX
 Ty Arnold - Midway, TX
 4.3 4,718.10
3. J.D. Yates - Pueblo, CO
 Ike Folsom - Dillon, MT
 4.4 4,163.03
4. Travis Tryan - Billings, MT
 Justin Viles - Cody, WY
 4.5 3,330.42
5. Ty Blasingame - Ramah, CO
 Trevor Schnaufer - Pueblo, CO
 4.5 3,330.42

Saddle Bronc Riding
1. Bradley Harter - Loranger, LA
 927  Maria Bartiromo  BH
 87.0 4,568.40
2. Joey Sonnier III - New Iberia, LA
 918  Prom Night  SU

 86.5 3,502.44
3. Jake Watson - Hudsons Hope, BC
 261  Centennial  SM
 85.5 2,588.76
4. Jake Finlay - Goondiwindi, AU
 19  Full Throttle  DB
 84.5 1,370.52
5. Chase Brooks - Deer Lodge, MT
 5210  Can’t Get Right  NW
 84.5 1,370.52

Calf Roping
1. Timber Moore - Aubrey, TX
 8.6 4,393.56
2. Stetson Vest - Childress, TX
 8.7 3,931.08
3. Riley Pruitt - Gering, NE
 8.8 3,468.60
4. Trent Creager - Stillwater, OK
 9.4 3,006.12
5. Reid H Zapalac - Smithville, TX
 9.6 2,543.64

Barrel Racing
1. Kathy Grimes - Medical Lake, WA
 12.72 4,646.42
2. Cally Kindred - Harrold, SD

 12.74 3,717.13
3. Jessica Routier - Buffalo, SD
 12.76 3,020.17
4. Chris Gibson - Windsor, CO
 12.84 2,323.21
5. Samantha Flannery - Mission, SD
 12.88 1,858.56

Bull Riding
1. Tanner Bothwell - Rapid City, SD
 92  UR Next  NF
 84.5 4,596.60
2. Joseph McConnel - Bloomfield, NM
 86C  Rock N Roll Fantasy  SU
 83.0 2,604.74
3. Garrett Wickett - Battle Creek, NE
 696  Smokin’ Cat  SU
 83.0 2,604.74
4. Callum Miller - Warwick, AU
 324  Stone Cold  NF
 83.0 2,604.74
5. Josh Frost - Randlett, UT
 080  Daniel Son  SU
 92.0 919.32 cc

Rodeo Rapid City

1. Lilley Performance Horses  
Josh Lilley, Colby Boos, 
Ty Swiler, Trey Langvarde

2. County Line Squatters

Ben Risse, Brogan Arendt, 
Tyson Beck, James Thornburg

3. Ollerich Cattle Company 
Ty Ollerich, Ty Olson, 

Braden Pirrung, Wyatt Schuelke

4. Cowboys Till Death
Jesse Jolly, Dustin Bowling, 
Luke Kelley, Will Schaffer

Top Horse Award
Reese Weber

Top Hand Award
Dustin Bowling cc

Sutton Ranch Rodeo Results
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Press Release

The Black Hills Stock 
Show’s Versatility Ranch Horse 
competition is two days and six 
events of cow work, cutting, 
reining, trail and more. When the 
dust settled January 28, 2019, 
Long Pines Land and Livestock of 
Camp Crook, SD, took top Open 
honors with its gelding Rey Cool 
Cat (Coolio), trained and ridden by 
Justin Lawrence of Alzada, MT.

But what makes this more 
incredible is that this is the third 
year in a row that a Long Pines 
horse has been the open champion. 
In 2017 and 2018, Mia Lil Pink 
won. This mare went on to win the 

World Versatility Championship in 
Guthrie, Oklahoma in 2018.

“These ranch versatility 
competitions are gaining in 
popularity for good reason,” says 
Deb Brown of Long Pines. Deb 
and her husband, Larry Licking, 
have developed a successful horse 
program, combining cow horse 
with speed bloodlines.

At the BHSS, Coolio posted the 
highest score in cutting, 2nd in 
ranch riding, reining and cow work 
(tie) and 4th in ranch trail (tie). 
It doesn’t end there for Coolio’s 
success story. He was Champion 
2018 AQHA Region II Jr. Working 
Cow Horse and had quite a showing 
at the tough 2018 Montana Reined 

Stock Show Champion Versatility Horse Won by 

S.D. Ranch for the Third Time

Rey Cool Cat makes a picture-perfect stop at the BHSS. 
Photo by ScootemNShootem.

Long Pines newest champion, Rey Cool Cat. 
Photo by ScootemNShootem.
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Cow Horse Association Derby: 
1st Intermediate Hackamore, 
2nd Intermediate Derby, 2nd 
Hackamore and High Fence Score 
of the entire derby. 

Coolio was born at Long Pines 
in 2013. He is a grandson of the 
immortal Dual Rey (LTE $118,000 
with offspring earnings of $26 

million) and Smart Little Lena 
(LTE $577,652 with offspring 
earnings of $24 million). Coolio 
is sired by Smooth Talking Cat, an 
outstanding son of Smooth As A 
Cat (LTE $500,038; 2005 NCHA 
Horse of the Year; $19.2 million 
sire), who is out of the great mare, 
Remedy for Sweets (LTE $204,281) 

by Grays Starlight whose offspring 
have won in excess of $6.7 million. 
Smooth Talking Cat was a Top 10 
intermediate Open finalist at the 
NRCHA Snaffle Bit Futurity in 
2009 and has NRCHA earnings of 
$23,959.

Long Pines Land & Livestock, 
based in northwestern South 

Dakota and southeastern Montana, 
is a family ranch where horses earn 
their way every day on the rangeland 
and in the arena. The ranch is 
also home to a prominent herd of 
registered Irish Black® and Irish 
Red® cattle. For more information, 
visit the ranch’s website at www.
longpineslivestock.com. cc

Rey Cool Cat was also the 2018 AQHA Region II Experience Champion Jr. Working Cow Horse. Photo by ScootemNShootem.
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By Maegan McPherson

Jennifer Jones grew up in 
Massachusetts, and is the youngest 
of five children. At that time, it was 
still a rural area with lots of forest, 
and a horse stable down the road 
that she would frequently visit, 
and this is where she fell in love 
with horses. Jennifer worked at a 
summer camp in New Hampshire 
during high school, riding and 
maintaining the 10 or 12 lesson 
horses.  

Jennifer explains, “My life 
took me away from horses for 
many years, as I worked in the 
field of advertising and editorial 
photography. When I moved 
out west to Tucson, Arizona, I 
returned to my roots. I was hired 
for a photo book project in 2000 
called, “Believing in Ourselves” 
(A Celebration of Women) and 
as a side result (a horse related 
conversation with one of the 

subjects in the book) I acquired 
an off the track thoroughbred, and 
began lessoning again.” About that 
time, she was offered a summer job 
in the Black Hills as a wrangler for 
a trail riding outfit where she spent 
13 summers guiding trail rides and 
discovering the Black Hills.

Jennifer’s first certification was 
in 2006 at the Arizona School of 
Equine Massage & Kinesiology in 
Scottsdale, AZ.  “I slowly began 
building my business and gaining 
experience in early 2007. It all 
began back in 2004 when I had a 
bad accident with my thoroughbred 
while trail riding. The short story 
is, I came off and he was “back 
to the races” as they say. Despite 
a mild concussion and soreness, I 
was okay overall. My horse had 
taken a fall as well, however, he 
had been injured far beyond what 
the vet had surmised.” 

Jennifer had pursued some 
physical therapy and massage 

to help ease her muscle aches 
and overall soreness. “I had 
my horse seen by my vet 
immediately after gathering him 
up. He recommended some anti-
inflammatory for the soreness and 
antibiotics for the abrasions. To 
get straight to the point, my horse 
declined over the next several 
months and lost range of motion in 
his hind end. If only I knew then 
what I know now!! I thought I was 
going to have put him down, as he 
was in a lot of discomfort.”  

“He moved as though he had 2 
different bodies. There had been 
damage to his soft tissue in his 
Lumbar/Sacral, again knowing 
then what I know now! I began 
by just wanting to make him feel 
better. Without any training at this 
time I began to intuitively and 
very slowly massage his body 
focusing on the areas of obvious 
discomfort. I gave him liniment 
baths to help ease some tension.  I 

learned a cool old ranch trick from 
a very dear friend of mine, that I 
still use today.”

She called it the cowlick - take 
a large soft sponge with diluted 
liniment and stroke ever so gently 
against the hair growth all across 
his body, mimicking a big cow 
tongue. It helps to gently stimulate 
circulation, which will then begin 
to reduce tension. “With the help 
of that friend, Suzellen Holt, we 
began to encourage correct body 
mechanics, while diminishing 
body tension. In a couple weeks, 
he began to not only improve, but 
move well! He began to put weight 
back on and acted like his old self 
in turn out! We both agreed we 
should have made a video of his 
progress. After months of pain 
and discomfort where I thought I 
would have to put him down, I was 
able to ride my horse again!” 

It wasn’t long after this that 
Jennifer began searching for 

Jennifer Jones 
EquinE MassagE and Bodywork

“Success Through Mobility”
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Equine Massage Schools.  There 
were not very many at that time, 
but she found one right in Arizona. 
She went on to school in 2006 and 
the 6-month intensive curriculum 
was complete interning with a 
lameness vet, and or farrier. The 
curriculum covered everything 
from anatomy, dental care, hoof 
structure, and biomechanics. 
Jennifer is currently working 
towards two more certifications 
in equine bodywork, one in 
Masterson Method, as well as 
Biokinetics certification.

I asked Jennifer what sets 
her apart from others and she 
explained, “First, what sets me 
apart is I listen to what the horse 
is telling me. They will tell you 
in very subtle ways, by merely a 
soft blink or widening of their eyes 
or shifting their weight, swish of 
the tail, or wrinkle of the nose. 
Sometimes they will step away 
from the pressure or they may even 
begin to lean into you.  Secondly, 
I listen to the horse owner. They 
will begin to tell you about the 
horse and somewhere along in the 
conversation they may add a little 
information that is key like, “he 
did take a fall on the ice a couple 
of winters ago, but he’s been fine 
since” or “he pulled back a few 
times, but not since I’ve,” or “he’s 
good for the farrier, but he never 
likes to give that left hind,” things 
they may not have felt relevant, 
but comes out in conversation.” 

“In addition to that, I pay 
attention to how they move at a 
walk, trot, or even canter, how 
they stand at rest, patterns in their 
stall or while standing for the 
farrier, or while being saddled.  
These all can be subtle signs. I also 
look more in to helping the horse 
use their body better. I may advise 
some ground or under saddle 
exercises to strengthen and supple 
their topline, and to increase range 
of motion over their entire body. 
Adding to that, I will suggest 
ways to keep them soft and supple 
between treatments that the owner 
can do as well.”  

In Jennifer’s business, she goes 
to the horse, as opposed to the 
owner bringing them to her.  “I 
visually evaluate their overall 

body and hoof condition, while I 
learn a brief history of the horse. 
Age, breed, discipline, how long 
the horse has been doing their 
job (rope/ranch horse, cutting, 
jumping, endurance, dressage 
etc.) how long the owner has had 
this horse, last teeth floating, any 
known injuries, issues or travel. I 
may even ask the owner or handler 
to walk/trot the horse to evaluate 
movement. Then I palpate the 
horse to determine where the horse 
is holding tension.”

“As I work on the horse, I pay 
attention to what the horse has 
to say, which guides me through 
the session. That is the benefit of 
having several different modalities 
to work with. I can mix up my 
techniques and each individual 
horse. Anywhere from energy 
work, to a light acupressure or 
deep tissue.”

Jennifer practices success 
through mobility and accomplishes 
the following with her work by:

• Increasing Performance: 
better post-exercise recovery by 
increasing blood flow to help the 
muscle fibers repair and reduce 
lactic acid.

• Injury Rehabilitation: diminish 
tension and increase range of 
motion. Do not manipulate before 
the injury heals, only in recovery 
stage. Never massage if there is 
heat or inflammation.

• Stress / Pain Relief:  Chronic 
stress from heavy work or the fight 
or flight response creates tension 
in muscles, leading to the buildup 
of cortisol sometimes with long 
term effects, including loss of 
focus and chronic pain. Bodywork 
can reduce pain by releasing 
endorphin, flushing lactic acid and 
leveling cortisol release.

Jennifer’s first instructor at 
Arizona School of Equine Massage 
& Kinesiology, Tiana Smith, was a 
huge mentor for her. She always 
reinforced DO NOT LOOK AT 
THE OBVIOUS, take your time 
and look deeper, the horse may 
reveal it to you when he’s ready. 
The horse being flight animals may 
sometimes be stoic, and not reveal 
their limitations immediately.  
Look for the subtleties. “Another 
is a dear friend in Tucson, Suzellen 
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Holt, a veteran rancher, then 
dressage rider. Her background 
and inherent knowledge of varied 
disciplines has been invaluable to 
me. Sometimes we forget to look 
for and listen to some, ‘old tricks 
of the trade’.”

Jennifer is hoping to expand 
from not just the bodywork, 
but also offering more of a 
conditioning or rehab approach 
for a horse returning to work after 
being off for a season, beginning 
a new discipline, or even a mare 
going back to work after breeding 
and even post injury. She would 
like to design a program to better 
condition their bodies again, 
strengthen and supple, while 
combining bodywork with the 
program, with a physical therapy 
or cross fit program. “Very similar 
to us humans going back to the 
gym after the holidays or trying to 

get back in to shape after not going 
to the gym regularly, which we all 
go through at some point in our 
lives.” 

Jennifer absolutely loves what 
she does. “I learned so much from 
my thoroughbred so many years 
ago. He was an extreme case of a 
not treated soft tissue injury. But 
the fact of the matter is horses are 
asked to perform duties that they 
would not normally do on their 
own. They often work extremely 
hard, and as most athletes, they 
have days where they are not 
always at their peak performance, 
but it’s hard for them to say, “Hey, 
I’m kind of sore today, can I have 
a day off? My shoulder hurts from 
jumping last week, or my withers 
are killing me from that big calf 
we drug to the fire, etc. So, that’s 
where I can come in and alleviate 
tension and help them not only feel 

better in their bodies, but increase 
performance in whatever job or 
discipline they might perform, and 
to watch how they communicate 
through a session is the coolest. 
I’ve had owners comment, “I’ve 
never seen my horse this quiet,” or 
“I’ve never seen him do that, does 
that mean he’s relaxed?” But, the 
most rewarding is when an owner 
tells me that their horse is moving 
better than ever!!”

“I once won over a client whose 
horse had an old injury and was 
off on her left front. He wanted to 
try this stuff I did, to see if it could 
make her feel better, but was very 
skeptical.  I worked on her for 
close to 2 hours. He called me a 
week later to say, “Why that horse 
isn’t lame anymore!”

Jennifer wants her clients to 
know that she is always learning 
more. “I listen and learn the old 
tricks of the trade to every new 
horse I encounter. For example, 
I had a client whose horse had 
been cribbing for years, and other 
bodyworkers haven’t been able 
to release his tension in his poll 

or neck.  Well, most instruction 
tells you to begin at the horse’s 
head, neck, and shoulders, but in 
some cases such as this cribbing 
horse, the tension is far too much 
in his poll and neck. I start at his 
hind and work my way forward. 
By beginning to release tension 
through the rest of the body it 
will begin to release towards his 
neck and poll. That’s been a tough 
one for other practitioners. Every 
horse is very different, and though 
it is good to have a basic formula 
for instructional purposes, the 
most important instructor is the 
individual horse itself.”

Jennifer’s clients in Arizona 
take her back to southern AZ every 
2 months, and more in February 
and March for show season.  
But, she is dividing her time and 
expanding her clients between 
Arizona and the Black Hills.  If any 
horse people would like their horse 
worked on in the upcoming spring 
and summer contact Jennifer Jones 
Equine Massage and Bodywork 
(Facebook) or give her a call at 
520-440-3432. cc
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Sales
Faith Livestock Auction              Faith, SD           
• February 4th Regular cattle sale & feeder cattle 

special featuring bangs vaccinated heifers

• February 11th Regular cattle sale & bred cow 

& heifer sale & Sletten Angus Bull Sale

• February 18th Regular cattle sale & Feeder 

special along with Senn Red Angus Bull Sale

• February 25th Regular cattle sale & Bred cow 

and heifer special along w/ Lone Tree Red Angus 

Bull Sale

• March 4th Regular cattle sale, Feeder & bangs 

vaccinated heifer special

• March 11th Regular cattle sale & bred cow and 

heifer special & Schauer Angus Bull Sale

• March 18th Regular cattle sale & Feeder special

• March 25th Regular cattle sale

• April 1st Regular cattle sale

• April 8th Regular cattle sale & Garrigan Ranch 

Bull Sale

• April 15th Regular cattle sale & feeder special, 

Sunrise Angus Bull Sale

• April 19th Pine Creek Angus Bull Sale

• April 24th Wedge Tent Angus Bull Sale

• April 29th Regular cattle sale & Day Angus Bull 

Sale

Sioux Falls Regional Livestock
Canton, SD
• Feeder Cattle & Slaughter Cows & Bulls: 

MONDAYS START TIME VARIES

Weekly Feeder Cattle Sales start @ 9:00 AM

• Sheep & Goat Sale: WEDNESDAYS @ 9:00 

AM- All breeding age Ewes, Bucks & Adult Goats 

need to have a scrapies tag! Contact State of SD 

@ 604.224.6186 for free tags & taggers. Please 

have sheep loaded in by 9:00 am on sale day so 

the vets can inspect and tag if needed before 

they are sold. You have the option to bring your 

sheep on Tuesday anytime, day or evening. We 

appreciate your business!

Fed Cattle & Slaughter Cows/Bulls

Wednesdays @ 11:00am

Bred Cow/Heifers & Cow/Calf Pairs 

SCHEDULED DATES FOR 2018-2019

DECEMBER 7th & 21st

JANUARY 4th & 18th

FEBRUARY 1st & 15th

MARCH 1st, 15th & 29th

APRIL 12th

For more info visit: www.sfrlinc.com

605-372-8000

SD Horse Sales                       Corsica, SD           
• FEBRUARY 16, 2019 – ONLINE CATALOGUE 

AUCTION Sale only, see 

www.sdhorsesalesonline.com

1. First sale of the day, is the Loose sale.  Horses 

are run in sale ring on the loose and run out on 

the loose and penned in pens by our staff.  NO 

one can be in the sale ring in Loose horse sale 

with exception of our sale ring men.  Our staff will 

take care of your horses once they are loaded, 

get to sale ring & pen after sold. The Auctioneer 

will read off a brief description of your horse and 

his pedigree if its registered.

2. Sale 2,( (IF HELD, is the Catalogue sale.  

Extensive advertising is done on this sale and the 

horses registered pedigree along with footnotes is 

include.  A very professional catalogue is printed, 

mailed out and posted on our website.  There is 

a extra $60 fee to catalogue your horse.  See our 

website for details.  Our customers across the 

nation look forward to reading the sale catalogue 

and shopping for their new horse.  Horses are 

catalogue and sold in order consignments are 

received in the mail. For consignment forms click 

on our link and read terms carefully.

3. Sale 3, Open Consignment Sale,  follows 

the catalogue sale (if one is hosted)  OR if 

not,  following the Loose Sale - for those of 

you that want to lead or ride your horse in but 

did  decide to late that you wanted to sell your 

horse or wanted your check on sale day.  You are 

responsible to bring your horse to the sale ring 

and tie back up or put in stall in Buyer viewing 

area once it is sold.  You can receive a earlier 

selling turn in that sale by emailing us your name, 

address and brief footnotes on the horse.  NO 

fee and No fee if you need to cancel out.

For more info visit www.sdhorsesales.com

605-770-5813

info@sdhorsesales.com 

Stockmen’s Livestock               Yankton, SD           
• Tuesday - Fed Cattle 7:30 am

- Followed by Weigh-Ups

• Wednesday - Feeder Cattle **9:00 am**

- Followed by Weigh-Ups

• Friday Bred Cow Sale-Dec 7th & 21st 11:00am

• Thursday December 27th-Fed & Feeder Sale 

7:30 am

- Followed by Weigh-ups

For more info visit:

www.stockmenslivestock.com | (605) 665-9641

Billings Livestock Horse Sales
• February 22-23-24, 2019

“February Special Catalog Sale” with a special 

session of “Sons and Daughters” of money 

earners/champions! ! !

• March 23, 2019

“Spring Special Catalog Sale” featuring Oufitters, 

guides, guest, and trail horses & mules - special 

session of “Roans ONLY”

• April 27, 2019

“April Catalog Sale” featuring ROPE horses! ! !

• May 25, 2019

“Cow Country Classic Catalog Sale” featuring 

our annual Best of the Remuda Ranch Horse 

Competition!  AND - kids horses and ponies!

For more info visit: www.billingslivestock.com

Jann Parker, Horse Sale Manager 406-855-1947

1-800-635-7364 or 406-245-4151

2443 North Frontage Road; Billings, MT   59101

Barrel Races
Hustle Home for the Holidays  Parker, SD
February 16- Valentine’s Day celebration
March 9- Luck’s on your side
April 27- Easter Egg Hunt
• We will award prizes for thebest dressed with 
each contest we have. 
Seperate contest between PeeWee’s and 
Adults
Please call before you haul
Weather can always be tricky this time of year
Carrie 605-759-0135
Brittany 605-214-2808

Boomgarden Barrel Races 
Lazy S3 Arena Parker, SD
Sunday Feb 3, Sunday Feb 24, Sun March 24, 
Sun April 7, Sat April 20, Sat May 4, Sun May 5
Exhibition time slots will be sold in 1/2 
increments with a limit of 15 riders
3 Time Slots to choose from
12:00 - 12:30 | 12:30 - 1:00 | 1:00-1:30
The cost is 10 per rider with the barrel set up
Text to reserve for you space 605-214-1055
Time Only Exhibitions from 1:30 for $5
Open Arena to follow
Open 1st Run , PeeWee, Open 2nd Run
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Sanctioned with both Blazin Barrels & SDBRA
Lazy S3 Arena: 45819 272nd St. Parker, SD
Feel free to call or text Mike with any questions
605-214-1055 If bad weather please call before 
you haul

Ropings
Wrangler Team Roping Championships
• Feb 16 - 17  —  Sheridan, WY - Sheridan 
College Arena
• Mar 02 - 03  —  Ericson, NE - Pitzer Ranch
• Mar 15 - 17  —  Billings, MT - Indian Three Irons 
Memorial
• Mar 22 - 24  —  Gillette, WY - Camplex
• Mar 30 - 31  —  Kalispell, MT - Majestic Valley 
Arena
• Apr 12 - 14  —  Rapid City, SD - Central States 
Fairgrounds 
• Apr 19 - 20  —  Thermopolis, WY - Hot Springs 
County Fairgrounds
For more info please visit: www.wranglertrc.com

Lazy S3 Arena                          Parker, SD
Team Roping Winter Series Jackpots
Feb 2, March 23, April 6
Open ride in the box, #12 Drawpot capped at 
a #6, Both ropings $20 per man. Rope at 1:00 
sharp CASH ONLY
• Starting in November practice Thursday from 
6:00 to 9:00 pm
$20 first horse $10 each additional horse
Bad weather. Call before you haul
Terry 605-261-3695
Merlyn 605-360-1148
45819 272nd St. Parker, SD

Clinics
Lynn Palm
Train with Lynn & Cyril at Fox Grove Farm

Let us customize a program to fit your training 

needs and goals

Save the Date:

Jan 21-25, Jan 28- Feb 1 Feb 4-8 Feb 11-15

Feb 18-22 March 4-8 March 11-15 April 1-5

April 8-12

All levels • Multi Discipline

• Lease School horses for training and showing

• Lodging for you and your horse at beatuiful 

Fox Grove Farm

lynnpalm.com | 800-503-2824

Julie Goodnight Clinics

Julie Goodnight clinics focus on understanding 

the horse’s natural behavior, improving the 

relationship between horse and rider and 

developing the rider’s skill and ability to 

communicate with and control the horse. 

You’ll leave with a better understanding of 

your horse and tools to help you create the 

connection you want!

Goodnight offers 2- to 5-day clinics on 

topics ranging from general horsemanship 

to wholeness retreats, ranch riding and trail 

riding; open to riders of all breeds, disciplines 

and ability levels. Bring your horse and get 

personalized coaching or come as a spectator 

and learn from observing Goodnight work 

with all the horses.

For more information on clinics, call now at 

800-225-8827 or visit juliegoodnight.com

Other Events
 
 2019 TRI-STATE HORSE EXPO 
WH LYONS FAIRGROUNDS
SIOUX FALLS, SD
• Friday March 15
9:00 am Super sort- South arena
11:00 Am - 9:00 Pm Trade show is open 
- Vendor Area
12:00 pm - 4:00 pm Horse Challenge 
- Main arena
2:00 pm - 5:00 pm Free stick horse creation clinic 
- Vendor area
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm Destiny youth ranch demo 
- Main arena
7:00 Pm Ranch Rodeo, wild pony race 
- Main arena
• Saturday March 16
8:00 am Registration for 4H Judging & Hippology 
- upstairs west side of expo bldg
9:00 am - 9:00 pm Trade show is open 
- vendor area
9:00 am - 11:00 am Free stick horse creation 
clinic - vendor area
9:00 am Super sort - south arena
9:00 am Hippology - upstairs west side of 
expo bldg
12:30 pm stick horse race - vendor area
2:00 pm registration for judging - vendor area
2:30 pm - 4:30 pm 4h judging clinic - main arena 
5:30 pm 4h awards - main arena 
6:00 pm sdra rodeo - main arena
• Sunday March 17

 8:00 am Cowboy church - main arena
9:00 am sdra slack - main
10:00 am - 5 pm trade show is open 
- vendor area
1:00 pm sdra performance - main arena
12.00 Admission for adults
5.00 for kids 11 years old to 13 years old 
Kids 10 and under free.
For more info visit
www.tri-statehorseexpo.com

San Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo
February 7 - 24, 2019

13X PRCA Large Indoor Rodeo of the Year
Also known as San Antonio Livestock 
Exposition, Inc. (S.A.L.E.) has grown to one 
of the largest, most prestigious single events 
in the city of San Antonio, with over two 
million visitors entering the grounds each 
year. The success of the San Antonio Stock 
Show & Rodeo is attributed to over 6,000 
volunteers who give countless hours to 
the organization. With community, donor 
and volunteer support, the organization 
has donated more than $198 million to the 
youth of Texas through scholarships, grants, 
endowments, junior livestock auctions, youth 
western art auction, calf scramble program 
and show premiums.
For more info visit www.sarodeo.com

Open Riding 
Schedule

Mondays                              Rapid City, SD
Open Riding, James Kjerstad Event Center, 
605-355-3861 

Tuesdays                             Rapid City, SD
Cattle (during day) and Roping (evening), 
James Kjerstad Event Center, 605-355-3861

Wednesdays                       Rapid City, SD
Barrel Racing, James Kjerstad Event Center, 
605-355-386

Want Something 
Listed?

Contact Us!
Maegan McPherson
605-685-4182
wagonpinperformancehorses@gmail.com 
Whitney Knippling 
605-730-2552
knippling.whitney@gmail.com
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Photo Submitted by: Caitlin Mullt

February Winner

Submitted by: Elizabeth Robinson

Photo Submitted by: Jodie OBryant

t

NeW PhoTo coNTeST ruleS:
Submit up to 3 photos per month. Photos must be submitted by the photographer 

or with written permission of the photographer. One win per photographer per 
year. Entries close on 5th of the month 5 pm. Online voting will begin on the 6th 

of the month and voting closes on the 20th of the month. 
Photo Contest is now on our Facebook Page! Like us on Facebook and vote!

 Your photo may win a one year subscription 
and the honor of Photographer of the Month! 

The best Photo of the Year will win $100.

Send photos to wagonpinperformancehorses@gmail.com or mail along with a 
self-addressed and stamped envelope to: Today’s Horse Magazine, PO Box 748, 

Rapid City, SD 57709
Today’s Horse Magazine reserves the right to publish submitted photos for 

editorial and promotional purposes for this contest.

Photo submitted by: Paula Stevens
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